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The Rock That Burns 


Article I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Article II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed. 


Article Ibis No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered 
in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Article I V, The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 


Article V. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of 
agrand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; 
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case 
to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 


property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Article VI. im aff criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and 
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Article VII. im suits at common law, where the value in 
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Article WAR IT, €xcessive bail shall not be required, nor 


excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Article IX. the enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people. 


Article X. the powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to 
the states respectively, or to the people. 
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Coal: The Rock That Burns 

by Ed Hiserodt — In America, coal is useful, plentiful, and accessible, 
but it is also on the federal government's hit list — namely the EPA's. 
The EPA's actions threaten to shutter the coal industry. 
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The Internet: Gutenberg Press 2.0 

by Bob Adelmann — The Gutenberg press significantly altered 
the future of knowledge and freedom throughout the world. The 
Internet promises an even greater effect. 


POLITICS 


Rick Santorum: How Conservative Is He? 
by Thomas R. Eddlem — This is generic placeholder text that will 
be replaced by other words related to the article in question. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Delinquent Authority 

by James Heiser — A feminist checks the sources of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s “Climate Bible” and 
finds that nearly a third of them are not peer reviewed, and more. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


(South) American Killing Fields 

by Charles Scaliger — In 1978, the “Reverend” Jim Jones, who 
actually preached a message of atheistic socialism and heaven on 
Earth, instigated hundreds of deaths in Jonestown, Guyana. 
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CO, Caps on Airlines and the Power to Penalize 
by Bob Adelmann 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Local Law-enforcement 
Advantages 


On a sunny October morning, a sheriff’s dep- 
uty pulled out in front of me. I reacted by jam- 
ming on my brakes while honking my horn. 
The deputy didn’t appreciate my response to 
her actions. She made a high-speed U-turn 
and chased after me. Once stopped, she ap- 
proached me demanding my driver’s license. 
I respectfully asked why she wanted it. Our 
“conversation” ended with her handing me 
a citation for “Excessive use of horn.” Now 
many might agree that I had experienced 
another out-of-control police officer. Some 
might even argue that I had been unlawfully 
detained under the color of authority. 

But the story does not end there. You see 
the deputy, at my request, had called her su- 
pervisor — a sergeant who had well earned 
his three stripes. While the deputy was “busy” 
writing me up, the sergeant and I chatted 
about many things. After a review of his busi- 
ness card, I expressed my concern that it indi- 
cated that he was a part of Homeland Security. 
The sergeant encouraged me to do two things. 
First, to file a complaint against the deputy, 
and second, to fight the ticket. 

And the end result was that at the request 
of the lieutenant who handled my complaint, 
the sergeant took an entire morning to drive 
to the courtroom and appear before a hostile 
judge to request that the charge against me 
be dismissed. Los Angeles is a big place, but 
the sheriff’s department is still local. They 
obviously care about the actions of their 
deputies and the concerns of us citizens. 

Shortly after noon the sergeant came to my 
office to present me with the dismissal papers. 
After he explained his “battle” with the judge, I 
handed him a Support Your Local Police pack- 
et. A half hour later he left, but only after writ- 
ing his personal cellphone number on his busi- 
ness card. Folks, I believe we may and must 
enthusiastically Support Our Local Police. 

JEFFREY S. SKINNER 
Northridge, California 


There’s Always Religion 


THE NEW AMERICAN is to be commended for 
Kurt Williamsen’s article “The Ruling Reli- 
gion in Schools” (January 9 issue) laying bare 
the perhaps inconvenient truth that, despite all 
pretense to the contrary, the public schools of 
America do, indeed, practice and teach a type 
of religion — secular humanism. 


It is true that the First Amendment nomi- 
nally prohibits Congress from establishing a 
national State religion. However, this does 
not alter the objective reality that the tenets 
of the secular humanist religion are written 
into the laws of the federal government and 
all 50 states, and they are rigidly enforced 
and are taught as gospel in schools (as elo- 
quently shown by Williamsen). 

This is not due to a lack of enforcement 
of the First Amendment, however. It is due 
to the fact that it is metaphysically impos- 
sible to stop. It’s a simple fact of nature that 
a State without an established religion is no 
more viable than one without an established 
government. In either case, something will 
rush in to fill the vacuum. The only ques- 
tion, in the case of a State religion, is which 
religion will be established — that of the one 
True God, or a false one invented by men? 

I fully realize that the First Amendment 
was seen by its authors as a pragmatic, 
even necessary means of enabling people 
with diverse and opposing religious views 
to join together in a new nation that they 
hoped would be free of the religious squab- 
bles that had already divided Europe, and 
united in the Founders a common belief in 
“liberty.” 

But two and a quarter centuries later, after 
abandoning God’s law in the public sphere, 
we behold a government of unprecedented 
size and scope, possessing powers un- 
dreamed of by the worst of the 18th-century 
Kings and Emperors, seemingly answer- 
able to no one — least of all Almighty God, 
whose 10 Commandments they publicly 
exile, insult, and violate. 

Any government that does not hold itself 
bound by the immutable laws of God will 
inevitably learn to make of itself a false god 
and will demand to be worshiped in place of 
God. And this, all in the name of “liberty” 
under the banner of “separation of Church 
and State” and the First Amendment. 

This is not idle speculation, but histori- 
cal fact. We Americans have two possible 
choices. We can recognize that the First 
Commandment supersedes the First Amend- 
ment and start acting accordingly, with the 
prayer and penance and action that implies, 
or we can prepare to attempt to eke out a 
miserable, sniveling existence in the rapidly 
emerging despotism of those who know no 
law but their own. 

DAVID MELECHINSKY 
St. Mary’s, Kansas 
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Canada: Four-year-old Allegedly Sketches Gun; Dad Arrested and More 


On February 22, Jessie Sansone of Kitchener, Ontario, thought 
he was making a routine stop to pick up his children at the end of 
a school day. Instead, he found himself arrested, strip-searched, 
and thrown in jail. His wife was also taken into police custody, 
while his children were spirited away by child welfare agents. 

Anyone observing this series of events would think Sansone 
had committed some horrific crime. In fact, he had done noth- 
ing even remotely illegal. The entire Sansone family was treated 
to this raw display of state power because four-year-old Neaveh 
Sansone had allegedly committed the unforgivable sin of drawing 
a picture of a gun at school. 

Jessie Sansone, 26, showed up at Forest Hills Public School as 
usual Wednesday afternoon to pick up his three school-age chil- 
dren. He and his wife, Stephanie Squires, also have a 15-month- 
old and are expecting a fifth child in about four months. 

When he arrived, he was summoned to the principal’s office, 
where three police officers were waiting. They told him he was 
being charged with possession of a firearm. Then they escorted 
him from the building, handcuffed him, and took him by police 
cruiser to the station, where he was strip-searched. He was later 
told he would be held overnight and would have a bail hearing 
the next morning. 

While this was going on, Squires was also being taken to the 
police station, and the three children Sansone had intended to 
take home were instead whisked off to Family and Children’s 
Services, where they were interviewed. 


After “several 
hours,” reports the f ; —L 
Waterloo Region i 
Record, “a detective ~~ 
apologized and said 
he was being re- 
leased with no charg- Vi i 
es, Sansone said.” At f 
that time, continues ; > 
the paper, “the detec- Not girl’s actual sketch 
tive told him that his 
four-year-old daughter had drawn a picture of a man holding a gun. 
When a teacher asked her who the man was, the girl replied, “That’s 
my daddy’s. He uses it to shoot bad guys and monsters.” 

The teacher reported it to the principal’s office, which called 
Family and Children’s Services, which, in turn, called the cops, 
who proceeded to arrest Sansone on the basis of this extremely 
flimsy evidence — if one can even call it evidence. Waterloo Re- 
gional Police Inspector Kevin Thaler told the Record the police 
were justified in acting since, in his view, the evidence suggested 
“a firearm was in a residence and children had access to it.” “We 
had every concern, based on this information, that children were 
in danger,” said Thaler. 

After his release Sansone agreed to let police search his house. 
Their search turned up only one “firearm” on the premises: a 
transparent plastic toy pistol. And even that wasn’t loaded. 


Epidemic of Illegitimacy Highlights Need for Return to Traditional Values 


With the devaluation of traditional marriage over the past couple 
of decades has come an alarming increase in the number of chil- 
dren growing up in homes without fathers, and an increasingly 
casual attitude about childrearing. A recent study from Child 
Trends, a non-profit research group that identifies emerging 
trends in child development, found that as of 2010, 41 percent of 
all births in America occur outside of marriage. That compares to 
about 11 percent in 1970 and around 30 percent in 1990. 

One of the findings of the study that has received the most 
media attention is the statistic showing that the majority of 
births to women under 30 years of age occur outside of mar- 
riage. While African-American and Hispanic women still lead 
the way in the percentage of non-marital births (73 percent and 
53 percent, respectively), the problem is one that transcends 
race and ethnicity, with the percentage of illegitimate births 
among white women growing from 17 percent in 1990 to nearly 
30 percent today. 

Reported the New York Times of the study: “Once largely lim- 
ited to poor women and minorities, motherhood without marriage 
has settled deeply into middle America.” The Times noted that 
among “mothers of all ages, a majority — 59 percent in 2009 — 
are married when they have children. But the surge of births out- 
side marriage among younger women ... is both a symbol of the 
transforming family and a hint of coming generational change.” 


The remedy for runaway illegitimacy in America, of course, 
is the promotion of traditional marriage and family structures. 
A 2002 report from Child Trends concluded: “Research clearly 
demonstrates that family structure matters for children, and the 
family structure that helps the most is a family headed by two 
biological parents in a low-conflict marriage.” 


The Mu Tau Rho sorority, on the campus of University of Missouri St. 
Louis, is a sorority started primarily for single mothers. 
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The Group of 20 meeting in Mexico City over the weekend of 
February 25-26 decided that the best course of action was inac- 
tion, putting off making any decisions about how to “rescue” 
the European Union from its financial and economic difficulties 
until March at the earliest. There were great expectations that 
the meeting would not only pave the way for the second bailout 
of Greece, but for each of the G-20 members (including the 
United States and most of the other industrialized nations on 
the planet) to pony up additional taxpayer funds to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund that would then be used, at the IMF’s 
discretion, to bail out over-indebted countries such as Greece, 
Portugal, and Spain. The IMF and the world’s central bankers 
have been pushing for commitments totaling $1 trillion for the 
new IMF “firewall” fund. 

Political reality forced Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel 
to withhold support from the larger IMF slush fund until first 
securing support from the German parliament, the Bundestag, 
for the Greek bailout. In spite of public polls showing 80 per- 
cent of Germans opposing the bailout, on February 28 the 
Bundestag voted 496 to 90 to support the Merkel-EU plan for a 
130-billion-euro bailout of the Greek government and a private 
creditor debt write-off worth about another 100 billion euros 
for the socialist spendthrifts in Athens. On the morning of the 
vote, Germany’s largest newspaper, Bild, ran a huge front-page 
headline that screamed, “STOP!” Bild declared: “Enough is 
enough.... Bild appeals to all MPs — don’t go down this crazy 
path any longer.” 

Like Merkel, British Finance Minister George Osborne at- 
tempted to placate angry taxpayers and members of his own 


German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and 
Vice Chancellor 
Philipp Roesler 


(at OY 


Conservative Party by holding off on the massive new funding 
proposal for the IMF at the G-20 meeting, since only days before, 
on February 21, he had signed on to the Greek bailout. Osborne 
called it “a good deal” for Britain. Nigel Farage, leader of the 
UK Independent Party (UKIP), rightly noted that it is not a good 
deal for the people of either Britain or Greece. The funds will be 
deposited into a gigantic escrow account “and get paid back to 
the main banks in France and Germany in order to secure their 
own foolish over-investment.” 

After securing the latest Greek bailout, the bankers and their 
kept politicians will resume efforts for the new IMF funding at the 
G-20 April and June meetings. The IMF, the central banks, and 
the G-20 can be counted on to continue using standard Keynes- 
ian policy, which ludicrously holds that the best way to cure the 
patient is to prescribe more of what made the patient sick. 
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Attorney General Holder Could Be Jailed for Fast & Furious Coverup 


Tensions are rising 
quickly in the inves- 
tigation of the deadly 
federal gun-running 
operation “Fast and 
Furious” as Attorney 
General Eric Holder’s 
Department of Justice 
continues to unlaw- 
EEA OI ray to ed ey fully withhold sub- 
HOLDER poenaed documents. 
The persistent stone- 
walling prompted Congress to renew its warning that contempt 
proceedings against top Obama administration officials are im- 
minent if the coverup does not end. 

The Justice Department missed another deadline in Febru- 
ary to hand over key information to congressional investigators. 
The media barely noticed. But after a year of stonewalling and 
coverups, House Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
Chairman Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) indicated he has had just 
about enough. 


. \ 
ae 
. 
- > 


AP Images 


In a letter dated February 14, Rep. Issa warned Holder that 
failure to comply with a congressional subpoena is a violation 
of federal law. If convicted, Holder could face jail time and 
hefty fines. About two-thirds of the document categories sought 
by investigators have been unlawfully withheld without any 
proper justification, Issa said, noting that much of what has been 
handed over was so heavily redacted as to be rendered useless. 

Rep. Issa emphasized that, in light of the ongoing DOJ cov- 
erup, Congress has no choice but to take action. “If the Justice 
Department cannot commit to providing, at a minimum, a de- 
tailed description of documents it is withholding, and the legal 
basis for doing so, then the Committee has no other option than to 
move forward with the contempt process against Attorney Gen- 
eral Holder,’ he said in the statement. 

Holder and other top officials have already been caught lying 
to Congress under oath — itself a criminal offense. They were 
originally being investigated for trafficking thousands of high- 
powered firearms to Mexican drug cartels. Some of those weap- 
ons were later linked to murders of federal officers, including 
Border Patrol agent Brian Terry, as well as the deaths of hundreds 
of Mexican citizens. 
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Advice for Warren Buffett 

“If he wants to give the government more money, he’s got the ability to 
write a check. Go ahead and write it ... and shut up.” 

Warren Buffett says he should pay more taxes. New Jersey’s Governor 
Chris Christie says he should stop talking about it and do it. 


More Than Half of Under-thirty Mothers Are Not Married ; Chris 
“T’d like to do it [get married] but I just don’t see it happening right now. . Christie 
Most of my friends say it’s just a piece of paper, and it doesn’t work out 
anyway.” 

Already the mother of two children fathered by different men, the attitude held by 27-year-old Amber 
Strader is typical of the growing number of America’s single mothers. 
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Navy Seal Explains His Job 

“No ma’am, we don’t go there to talk.” 

Asked by Dana Perrino of Fox News if the Seals have to learn new languages in all the countries they 
are sent into, a Navy Seal team member had a short but polite answer. 


NARAL Leader Horrified by Virginia “Personhood” Proposal 

“The General Assembly is dangerously close to making Virginia the first state in the country to grant 
personhood rights to fertilized eggs.” 

While refusing to call new life in the womb what it truly is and then have to 
admit that life begins at conception, Tarina Keene of National Abortion 
Rights Action League Virginia worries that abortion could be shut down 
in the Old Dominion state. 


Obama’s Visit to Boeing Plant Criticized 

“When Boeing needed him [in the NLRB] dispute, he wasn’t there. He 
has done everything he can to strengthen unions.” 

Calling President Obama’s presence at Boeing’s Everett, Washington, 
facility a “slap in the face” to the company, South Carolina Governor 
Nikki Haley is still angry at the President’s failed attempt to cancel 
construction of a Boeing plant in her state at the behest of a labor union. 
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FDA and a Judge Shut Down Amish Raw Milk Farmer 
“In Maryland, they force taxpayers to pay for abortions, but God forbid we want the same milk our 
grandparents drank.” 

After the FDA raided Pennsylvania farmer Dan Allgyer’s Rainbow Acres Farm and found him distribut- 
ing raw milk, Judge Lawrence Stengel ordered him to cease distributing 
his products across state lines. Allgyer had no choice but to close down 
his farm, prompting an unnamed customer to comment. 


Half of U.S. Population Pays No Income Tax 

“The percentage of people who do not pay federal income taxes, and who 
are not claimed as dependents by someone, jumped from 14.8 percent in 
1984 to 49.5 percent in 2009.” 

Using data supplied by the IRS, Heritage Foundation researchers Bill 
Beach and Patrick Tyrell worry that the people who don’t pay taxes 
will continue to vote for representatives who support entitlements and 
subsidies. 


Bill Beach » 
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Koran Burning Stimulates Call for Jihad 

“Americans are invaders, and jihad against Americans is an obligation.” 
Abdul Sattar Khawasi, a member of the Afghan parliament from Parwan Province, was joined by 20 
other members of parliament as he urged the mullahs and religious leaders to take up arms against the 


American forces stationed in his country. @ 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


The Rock That Burns 


In America, coal is useful, plentiful, and accessible, but it is also on the federal government's 
hit list — namely the EPASs. The EPA’s actions threaten to shutter the coal industry. 


by Ed Hiserodt 


“Load sixteen tons, and what do you get? 
Another day older and deeper in debt...” 
— Tennessee Ernie Ford 


C oal is very low on the scale of 

subjects for ballads or charming 
4 folklore. Like Rodney Danger- 
field, it just doesn’t get any respect. What 
does a naughty boy get in his Christmas 
stocking? A lump of coal. As a career, 
few brave souls outside Appalachia would 
have a goal in life of riding a rail car sev- 
eral miles — down several thousand feet 
below the surface — to attack the “face” 
of acoal seam. The thought terrifies me — 
and probably many others. 
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Coal is not the most pristine mineral in 
the world. Yet, more than any other min- 
eral on Earth, this ugly, dirty little rock 
deserves credit for the greatest material 
prosperity mankind has ever known. 


Coal and the Industrial Revolution 

The Industrial Revolution marked a great 
leap forward in the human condition. In 
the years preceding 1760, circumstances 
of the English peasantry were appalling: 
infrequent and inadequate hygiene, poor 
diet, rampant disease from poor sanitation 
and close quarters, and a life expectancy of 
fewer than 35 years. While social reform- 
ers such as Charles Dickens have criticized 
the conditions in factories, the Industrial 
Revolution gets credit for the unprecedent- 


ed population boom of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The Encyclopedia Britannica 
reports Europe’s population quadrupled 
from 100 million in 1700 to 400 million 
in 1900. Infant mortality decreased, birth 
rates and life expectancies increased, and 
food became more plentiful, all from an 
improvement in living conditions brought 
on by wealth the factory system created. 

Heat from coal refined the iron ore 
that made the boilers, which in turn made 
steam for James Watts’ “fire-engine” (so 
named because it was not powered by 
water, animals, or humans), and it was 
first used to pump water from coal mines. 
The coal mining industry in England and 
Wales was the equivalent of our oil and 
natural-gas business today. 
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In the 1800s, coal became the source of 
heat for residences and buildings, the en- 
ergy that powered locomotives and mech- 
anized looms, and the fuel that allowed 
ships to travel without vagaries of the 
winds. For long voyages cargo holds were 
filled with thousands of tons of coal and 
the distance to the nearest “coal station” 
was a major consideration for all warships. 
It wasn’t until the Queen Elizabeth-class 
battleship debuted in 1916 that coal began 
to be replaced by fuel oil. 

Our little personal contact with this 
“rock that burns” could easily make us 
believe it has lost its impact on our lives. 
Not so. In fact, if you are reading this by 
an electric source of light, there is nearly 
a 50-percent chance the energy that allows 
you to see the printed page comes from a 
coal-burning power plant. Coal is also es- 
sential in iron production and has become 
a major product of U.S. export. 


Electric Power Generation 
According to the Energy Information 
Agency (EIA) of the Department of En- 
ergy, approximately 94 percent of coal in 
the United States is used as boiler fuel for 
electric power generating plants. Forty- 
five percent of the country’s annual four 
trillion kilowatt-hours of electricity are 
fueled by coal. EIA reported that in 2009, 
934 million tons of coal were used to 
stoke power plant furnaces. Most of this 
was pulverized to the consis- 
tency of flour and blown into 
the fireboxes using preheated 
air recovered from flue gases 
to drive out moisture. When 
pulverized, coal weighs 38 
pounds per cubic foot. This 
translates into 49.2 billion 
cubic feet of pulverized coal 
per year. 

Anything with nine zeros is 
difficult for the mind to com- 
prehend. We know, however, 
what a pick-up truck looks 
like, and a yardstick will show 
the typical vehicle to have 55 
to 65 cubic feet of load capac- 


How much coal is used in 

a single day's production of 
electrical generation? The amount 
you could get in a line of pickup 
trucks over 7,500 miles long. 
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ity. Dividing 49.2 billion cubic 
feet by the average pick-up bed 
capacity gives us yet another 
baffling number: 820 million 
pick-up truck loads per year. 
On a daily basis, this is about 
2.2 million pick-up trucks. 
How far would such a line of 
trucks extend? 

Let’s start our line up of 
pick-ups in Bangor, Maine, 
and take them down through 
New York City, Detroit, and 
Chicago, and then on to Des Moines and 
Denver. There are no spaces between these 
18-foot-long trucks, bumper-to-bumper 
into Salt Lake City, Boise, and turning 
south at Seattle. They extend down the 
West Coast to San Diego before turning 
back east though Phoenix, Houston, New 
Orleans, and finally ending in the charm- 
ing Atlantic beach town of Fort Pierce, 
Florida. A total line-up of bed-level pick- 
up truck loads stretching 7,536 miles. And 
that is for one day’s coal for our coal-fired 
generating plants. 

Fortunately for drivers who don’t care 
to be behind a 7,536-mile line of pick-ups, 
most coal is delivered by train. One rail car 
carries about 100 tons of coal, and each 
train pulls 100 to 120 cars. Daily about a 
hundred of these trains leave Wyoming, 
the largest coal-producing state in the 
country. A 1,000-megawatt plant con- 


Our little personal contact with this 
“rock that burns” could easily make 
us believe it has lost its impact on our 


lives. Not so. In fact, if you are reading 
this by an electric source of light, there 
is nearly a 50-percent chance the energy 
comes from a coal-burning power plant. 


sumes the coal from a single car in about 
15 to 20 minutes. The train load provides 
about one day of electricity production. 


Iron Making 

Coal is good for more than energy produc- 
tion. There is no economical way to make 
iron from ore other than with the use of 
a coal product: coke. Today coke is made 
from a special pulverized bituminous 
coal (coking or metallurgical coal) that is 
sealed in a furnace without air and heat- 
ed to about 1,950 °F for 12 to 36 hours. 
This drives out the volatile products and 
results in a hard, porous material that can 
be cooled and stored, or sent directly to a 
blast furnace. 

In the furnace coke serves two purpos- 
es. First it supplies heat to melt the iron 
ore. Then the carbon in coke reacts with 
the oxygen in iron oxide, transforming the 
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Coal is good for more than energy 
production. There is no economical way 
to make iron from ore other than with 


the use of a coal product: coke. Today 
coke is made from a special pulverized 


bituminous coal. 


latter into pig iron, the raw material for 
iron production. This process, known as 
reduction, releases the carbon and oxygen 
as carbon dioxide. 


Export 

Having had a long-running reputation as 
an energy-importer, it is comforting to 
know the United States is an exporter as 
well, and a growing one at that. EIA es- 
timates the United States exported some 
100 million tons of coal in 2011. Most of 
this is metallurgical coal for steelmaking 
in developing countries that don’t have 
an anti-business government with an en- 
forcement arm like our EPA. Often, these 
countries ship the finished product back 
to us, much to the chagrin of our few re- 
maining steel mills. “Steam coal” is also 
being shipped from Illinois and Colorado 
to Asia and Western Europe. With these 
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monumental volumes used 
in power production, coking, 
and exports, we should be 
rapidly running out of coal. 
But we’re not. 

The Energy Information 
Agency reports the United 
States has a Demonstrated 
Reserve Base of 496 billion 
short tons of coal, of which 
272 billion tons are consid- 
ered recoverable with current technol- 
ogy. With U.S. usage at 1.1 billion tons 
per year, we have about 250 years’ supply 
at the present rate of consumption. But as 
with other energy resources — though we 
use millions of tons of coal — reserves rise 
each year as new coal seams are located. 


The War on Coal 

Coal is a mineral that produces half our 
electricity, is essential for reducing iron 
ore, and is a rising source of export dol- 
lars. Yet there is a war on coal in this coun- 
try based on environmental and health 
claims. Consider candidate Obama’s 
January 2008 comment to the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle: “So if somebody wants to 
build a coal-powered plant, they can. It’s 
just that it will bankrupt them because they 
are going to be charged a huge sum for all 
that greenhouse gas that’s being emitted.” 
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While coal plant emissions are at a record low, power plants that do not comply with the EPA’s 
Crippling new regulations within the next six months will be forced to shut down. An estimated 55 
million households will fall victim to outages and skyrocketing energy prices. 
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Obama originally planned to keep this 
promise through cap-and-trade legislation, 
a scheme to tax companies for their so- 
called greenhouse-gas emissions. Lacking 
congressional approval, the President has 
turned to his Environmental Protection 
Agency to kill coal by way of crippling 
new regulations just put into effect this 
year. Political commentator Mark Whit- 
tington noted in a January syndicated col- 
umn in Voices: 


The effects on the price of electricity 
of the new regulations will be about 
the same as the effects on the price 
of gasoline of the administration’s 
restrictions on oil drilling. The presi- 
dent possesses the charming idea that 
he can change the way the United 
States generates energy by govern- 
ment fiat. Unfortunately attempting 
to supplant the market place with 
central planning always results in 
economic dislocation that rarely af- 
fects the policy makers who institute 
the plans to start with. 


The regulation Whittington refers to is the 
EPA-proposed Clean Air Transport Rule 
now being implemented as the Cross-State 
Air Pollution Rule. Why is this expensive 
measure being proposed suddenly in this 
period of economic malaise? Have power 
plants abruptly increased their emissions, 
with people dying in the streets? Quite the 
contrary. 

According to the American Legisla- 
tive Exchange Council (ALEC), between 
1980 and 2008, sulfur dioxide ambient 
levels decreased by 71 percent and overall 
emissions dropped 56 percent nationwide. 
Over the same period, the levels of oxides 
of nitrogen dropped 46 percent. Yet even 
with these historic lows, the EPA rule that 
took effect on January 1, 2012 requires an 
additional decrease in power plant sulfur 
dioxide by 73 percent from 2005 levels 
and a 54-percent decrease in the oxides of 
nitrogen. As a boy I coughed and choked 
walking to school since most people in 
my neighborhood heated with coal. Now, 
even a hint of a pollutant from a power 
plant would be very unusual. To see pol- 
lution, go to China, India, or any of the 
Eastern European nations still recovering 
from the environmental catastrophe once 
known as the Soviet Union. 
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Despite the increasing cleanliness of 
the air in the United States, Obama’s 
EPA is implementing extremely burden- 
some regulations, purportedly to clean up 
air pollution. However, the implementa- 
tion requirements of the Cross-State Air 
Pollution Rule reveal its purpose of pun- 
ishing coal-fired generation: The modi- 
fications required for any power plant 
are tremendous in terms of engineering 
man-hours, design of site-specific con- 
trol devices, and lengthy shutdowns for 
construction purposes. Years of planning 
and ordering capital equipment are nec- 
essary for even seemingly minor proj- 
ects. Again from the ALEC: 


Utilities are being required to plan 
for standards in 2012 with only six 
months’ notice of the details of the 
final rule. As a result, the industry 
only recently discovered specifically 
what rule EPA was implementing, 
much less what the final require- 
ments would be. 


In a nutshell, the EPA passed new emission 
regulations that had to be complied with 
by utility companies within six months — 
in the past, utilities were given years to 
comment on the workability of the rules, 
plan the implementation of new rules, and 
adjust their budgets for the adoption of the 
regulations, because adding air scrubbers 
or other major implements to a coal-fired 
power plant is not as easy as adding a new 
deck to one’s house. Obviously, the new 
regulations were designed to lead to the 
closure of certain utilities, mainly coal- 
fired power plants. 

How will this affect our citizenry? 
When utilities cannot afford to do the bid- 
ding of bureaucrats with respect to their 
generation facilities, they shut them down. 
According to the February 12 Wheeling 
(WV) News-Register, “It was revealed 
at least 32 coal-fired power plants in 12 
states, including West Virginia and Ohio, 
would be closed so utility companies 
could comply with the Obama adminis- 
tration’s air pollution regulations.” Up to 
55 million households will be in danger of 
outages, brownouts, or, at the least, higher 
rates due to this unnecessary EPA rule. Al- 
ready financially strapped Americans will 
be thrust into what is known in Europe as 
“energy poverty.” 
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An inspector checks the teeth on a continuous mining machine at the Horizon Mine, one of 
several deep coal mines outside Helper, Utah. 


Obama’s Out-of-control EPA 
This is not a single instance of a short- 
sighted action by the EPA that can be 
written off as a mistake. An online article 
by the American Legislative Exchange 
Council entitled “EPA’s Regulatory Train 
Wreck” lists proposals Obama’s EPA has 
been working toward implementing that 
would have a disastrous effect on Ameri- 
ca’s ability to produce economical power, 
or power at all: 

¢ The EPA has been considering making 
many fossil-fuel and nuclear power plants 
add cooling towers. Says ALEC, “Most 
plants heat water into a steam to turn a tur- 
bine and generate electricity, and many then 
using cooling water from a natural water 
body to condense the steam back to water 
and repeat the process.” The cooling towers 
would do the same job that the natural water 
sources now do. Such a retrofit would be 
very costly: It would affect up to 1,201 fos- 
sil-fuel units and one-third of nuclear gen- 
eration, initially costing up to $64 billion. 

¢ Also under consideration is the desig- 
nating of coal ash as a hazardous waste, 
despite the EPA having twice in the past 
deemed it not to be hazardous. If imple- 
mented, storage costs for wastes (esti- 
mated at as much as $20 billion annually) 
could put small electric providers out 
of business; otherwise, the costs will be 
transferred to consumers. 

¢ “EPA is poised to regulate all haz- 
ardous air pollutants (HAPs), including 
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mercury and acid gases, for coal and oil 
power plants.” All power plants would 
have to reduce emissions to a level equal 
to the top 12 percent of power plants. This 
action would be taken even though most 
mercury Americans are exposed to comes 
from foreign sources. ALEC quotes for- 
mer EPA assistant administrator for air 
and radiation Jeff Holmstead as stating, 
“Even if you could eliminate all the mer- 
cury emissions in the U.S. completely, 
from every source of mercury pollu- 
tion, you would have almost no impact 
on people’s exposure.” Costs have been 
estimated from $261 to $358 billion to 
comply with the regulation. 

¢ In Appalachia, the EPA has halted 150 
permits for coal mining that were already 
approved by state and federal officials and 
is refusing to consider almost 100 more, 
purportedly because one study claimed 
that water in close proximity to coal mines 
negatively affected mayfly populations — 
yes mayflies. This decision would derail 
tens of thousands of jobs, both in mining 
and in servicing miners. 

¢ Greenhouse gases released by coal- 
fired plants are also being targeted by 
the EPA. By threatening states with con- 
struction bans on large industrial and 
manufacturing sources, the EPA has been 
twisting the arms of state lawmakers to 
enact strict statutory thresholds for green- 
house gases. This is estimated to lead to 
millions fewer jobs. 
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It’s Not Pretty, But Is It Really So Ugly? 
What is the problem with coal, according to Obama’s acolytes? 

Carbon dioxide emissions: Environmental extremists claim green- 
house gases are destroying Mother Earth. The truth, however, is their 
“evidence” has little to do with real science. Scientists in droves have 
publicly stated that the idea of anthropogenic (human-caused) global 
warming is nonsense and a political gimmick to levy new taxes. Ignored 
by a leftist media enamored of “cap and trade” extortions, the NIPCC 
(Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change) hosted a 
two-day “counter-conference” in December 2009, challenging the UN 
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen on every issue. 

Proof that the climate-change “skeptics” are correct was provided in 
abundance. Only weeks before the conference, e-mails of “Climategate 
TI’ showed without question that the climate record had been irreparably 
compromised by global-warming alarmists. Raw temperature data of the 
world’s temperature stations had been deleted and replaced by “adjusted” 
temperatures. (The original data had been conveniently discarded for “lack 
of storage space.”) Alarmists had also trivialized urban heat island effects 
and ignored the elimination of low-temperature reporting stations from 
global temperature records. The “official” temperature records have thus 
been rendered totally worthless. 

Being based on GIGO (Garbage In, Garbage Out) data, none of the 
predictions about climate catastrophe made so confidently in the 1990s and 
2000s came true. Increasingly, IPCC “researchers” either leave the alarmist 


Fire power: Coal awaits unloading at a power plant. The visible cars would 
provide less than a half day’s electricity production at a 1,000-megawatt plant. 


Types of Coal 


by Ed Hiserodt Sub-bituminous: This lesser grade of bituminous is used al- 
most exclusively for power generation. Most western U.S. coal is 


sub-bituminous. While lower in heat content, it is much lower in 


nthracite: This is often called “hard coal.” It is rocklike 


and difficult to ignite. Once ignited it burns with a blue, 

smokeless flame. During the Civil War, it was used by 
Confederate blockade runners because it produced no telltale 
smoke trail. It is found primarily in Pennsylvania and has been 
used mostly for residential and commercial heating. In the 1950s, 
most residences switched to fuel oil or natural gas. It is still useful 
when high heat output (BTUs/Ib) is required along with relatively 
clean burning. 

Bituminous: This is a dirtier and softer material than anthra- 
cite, with more moisture and volatile components. Its volatility 
makes it easier to ignite although it has lower heat content than 
its harder cousin. Primarily used for electrical power generation, 
it is also the best candidate for “coking” (i.e., heating to nearly 
2,000 °F without oxygen to drive off impurities that would nega- 
tively affect steel production). Most bituminous coal is mined in 
the eastern United States. Because of its higher content of sulfur 
and other impurities, government regulations impose expensive 
“scrubbing” equipment on power plants that use it, and even those 
that don’t. 
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ash and sulfur. It therefore offers the ability to meet eastern coal 
emission requirements without having to retrofit power plants 
with expensive scrubbing apparatus. This didn’t stop Capitol 
Hill from forcing all power plants to have scrubbers. In 1977, 
West Virginia’s Democrat Senator Robert Byrd saw to it that 
amendments to the Clean Air Act mandated all power plants in- 
stall scrubbing equipment, artificially protecting eastern coal and 
fleecing anyone who uses electricity. Most of the coal trains you 
see traveling east and south are full of sub-bituminous coal. 

Lignite: Also known as “brown coal,” this mineral ranks be- 
tween peat and sub-bituminous coal with regard to heat content. 
Being 35-percent water and containing a high degree of volatile 
matter, it has both advantages and disadvantages. On the positive 
side, it is relatively easy to convert to oil at a rate of up to 38 gal- 
lons per ton. However it is difficult to transport and store because 
of its susceptibility to spontaneous combustion; thus when used 
as a fuel for electric power generation, the power plant is sited 
close to the lignite mine. As with its sub-bituminous cousin, it is 
generally strip-mined. 
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fold or, as in the case of chief-climate-ma- 
nipulator-in-charge, Phil Jones, back away 
from predictions of climate Armageddon. 
No doubt the new revelations in “Climat- 
egate II’ have Jones worried about another 
few thousand e-mails (written at the ex- 
pense of taxpayers but hidden from them) 
that are lurking out there just waiting to 
further expose him and his colleagues and 
their nefarious mis-informational activities. 

The coup de gras to alarmist claims 
came last summer when 11 years of data 
from NASA’s Advanced Microwave Scan- 
ning Radiometer was reported by research 
scientist Dr. Roy Spencer of the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville to show that the 
Earth’s atmosphere is allowing far more 
heat to escape into space than all 22 com- 
puter models used by the IPCC assumed. 
The models were all based on “positive 
feedback” for effects of atmospheric 
CO,, while precision satellite measure- 
ments showed the feedback to be nega- 
tive, thus disproving years of IPCC prop- 
aganda. (Note that “positive feedback” 
would cause each increase in CO, to have 
a greater effect, causing temperatures to 
skyrocket — something that is not hap- 
pening today, nor has been seen to hap- 
pen in the geological record.) Of course, 
environmentalists bent on sending Earth’s 
population back to the days of the mule 
and plow never let science get in the way 
of their ideology. 

Pollution: Coal-fired power plants emit 
various noxious products, from fly ash (ash 
too small for filters both in the smoke stack 
and in our bodies), sulfur and nitrogen ox- 
ides, mercury, and many others. There is 
little doubt that these emissions can have 
a deleterious effect on the human body. 
The EIA predicts that for every terawatt- 
hour (TWh) of electricity production in 
the United States, there are 15 early deaths 
of those subjected to the plant emissions. 
Most of these deaths are elderly individu- 
als who have chronic lung problems and 
would have life expectancies in the range 
of five to 10 years longer were it not for 
the pollutants they inhale. This is tragic 
for those who die or see a loved one die 
from distress caused by power plant emis- 


Access to reliable electrical power results in 
an increase in quality of life for those fortunate 
enough to have it. Life is short, difficult, and 
often brutal for those who don’t. 
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sions, even though they likely 
would not realize emissions 
caused the problem. 

But the lost lives aren’t 
reason enough to prema- 
turely shut down the power 
plants, because that action 
would cause a greater death 
toll. The effect of depriv- 
ing a population of reliable 
sources of electricity is cata- 
strophic. This can be quan- 
tified by examining the av- 
erage national use of electricity in watts 
per person, compared to life expectancy 
in those nations. 

In the table below, the life expectancies 
of those living in countries with the high- 
est use of electricity are compared to life 
expectancies for those living in nations 
with very limited electrical generation 


According to the February 12 Wheeling 
(WV) News-Register, “It was revealed 
at least 32 coal-fired power plants in 12 


states, including West Virginia and Ohio, 
would be closed so utility companies could 
comply with the Obama administration’s 
air pollution regulations.” 


Using the U.S. death rate of 15 per 
TWh attributed to pollution from coal- 
fired power plants, and a 10-year decrease 
in life for the early deaths, there are 150 
person-years of life lost from current ef- 
fects of emissions per TWh. With 2,000 
TWh annually generated by coal, the early 
death toll is about 30,000 people — about 


resources. 


0.01 percent of our population. 


TEN HIGHEST W/PERSON Lire EXPECTANCY 
Iceland 3152 80.90 
Norway 2812 80.20 
Canada 1910 81.38 
Sweden 1692 81.07 
Luxembourg 1549 79.61 
Kuwait 1540 77.09 
United States 1460 78.37 
UAE 1335 76.51 
Australia 1244 81.91 
Bahrain 1195 78.15 
AVERAGE 1788.9 79.52 
TEN Lowest W/PERSON Lire EXPECTANCY 
Chad 1.0 48.33 
Cambodia ad 62.52 
Burundi 2.4 58.78 
Rwanda 2.5 58.02 
Comoros 2.7 64.20 
Central Africa 2.9 50.07 
Afghanistan 3.1 45.02 
Somalia 3.5 50.40 
Tanzania 3.6 52.85 
Niger 3.6 53.40 
AVERAGE 2.7 54.36 
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Without coal there would be no economical way to make iron. This coking plant converts coal into coke, which helps transform iron ore into the 


raw material for iron production. 


This is certainly a tragic drawback of 
coal. But what of its advantages? The 
availability of clean water; sewage re- 
moval and treatment; medical facilities 
that require electric power, electric heat, 
and air conditioning — these are just a few 
of the benefits our “top 10” nations enjoy 
that are unknown in countries like Chad 
and Cambodia with little electricity con- 
sumption and average life expectancy less 
than 55 years. 

Working through the math, we find 
while 15 people lose an estimated 10 
years of life from a TWh of pollution, the 
benefits of electricity cause 78 people to 
gain 24 years of life due to a healthier en- 
vironment and freedom from a lifestyle of 
drudgery. So we trade each 150 years of 
life lost for 1,800 of extended years. 


Under the Gun, or Not 

Coal is not the only energy source that has 
been targeted by the Obama administra- 
tion. It seems our government blacklists 
any energy resource is that is viable. Ex- 
amples abound. 

Prohibitions have been placed on drill- 
ing for oil in the Gulf of Mexico and other 
federally controlled sites, and previous 
prohibitions have been kept in place in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). 
Past roadblocks have been kept in place 
that effectively ban the construction of 
new nuclear power plants (though now 
that it’s a campaign year, the administra- 
tion is relenting slightly in this area). 

There has also been obstruction of the 
development of coal-to-oil and gas-to-oil 
technology, and an urgency on the part of 
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the EPA to find a link between hydraulic 
fracturing (fracing) — cracking shale rock 
formations deep underground to access 
natural-gas deposits — and groundwater 
contamination. And Obama decided against 
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, 
which would deliver crude from Alberta 
(Canada) oil sands to Texas refineries. 

On the other hand, if an energy source is 
inefficient, such as ethanol and other bio- 
fuels; unreliable, as is wind power; or in- 
termittent, in the manner of solar and tidal 
power, leftists and environmentalists in 
the Obama administration are all in favor 
of spending tax dollars to find out what 
second-year engineering students could 
advise them for nothing: These power 
sources will not fulfill the energy require- 
ments of an industrial nation. 

The elimination of reliable power sourc- 
es such as coal generation seems insane, un- 
less you understand the philosophy of those 
like Maurice Strong, who was a mentor of 
Al Gore and Hillary Clinton, as well as the 
primary instigator of the global-warming 
hoax, conceived while he was Secretary- 
General of the 1992 Rio De Janeiro UN 
Conference on Environment and Develop- 
ment — the so-called Earth Summit. Strong 
summed up his philosophy in an interview 
with National Review 
in September 1997: 
“Frankly, we may get 
to the point where the 
only way of saving 
the world will be for 
industrial civilization 
to collapse.” 

Denying or se- 
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verely hindering our access to energy is a 
guaranteed method to bring about the col- 
lapse of our industrial civilization. And it is 
happening right before our eyes — all in the 
name of saving the Earth or “sustainability.” 


Our Energy Future 

The United States is considered by many 
geologists as the “Saudi Arabia” of coal. 
This resource provides life-saving and 
life-enhancing energy for America, but 
it is under attack for this very reason by 
those who would take us back to an earlier 
era that was infinitely dirtier, deadlier, and 
with fewer opportunities to move civiliza- 
tion to new levels of freedom and prosper- 
ity. Government should not pick winners 
and losers to subsidize or regulate out of 
existence but should get out of the way and 
allow the free market come up with solu- 
tions to provide our energy needs. 

In the future coal should probably be a 
feedstock for liquid fuels and for produc- 
tion of iron and steel, with nuclear energy 
providing our electrical base load. Coal 
is a resource that is proven and available. 
We should be very thankful for this en- 
ergy miracle that provides us comfort, 
improves our health, and gives us more 
years to enjoy the blessings of life. Hi 
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The Internet: 
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The Gutenberg press significantly altered the future of 
knowledge and freedom throughout the world. The 
Internet promises an even greater effect. 


by Bob Adelmann 


and circumstance, Michael Hart typed 

the Declaration of Independence into 
his computer on July 4, 1971, Indepen- 
dence Day, and launched Project Guten- 
berg, the world’s largest non-profit digital 
library available on the Internet. 

On his way home from a fireworks dis- 
play, Hart stopped at a grocery store and 
was given a copy of the Declaration of 
Independence, printed on parchment. He 
typed the text into his computer, intending 
to send it as an e-mail to his friends on Ar- 
panet. A colleague persuaded him that his 
message would cause the system to crash, 
and so Hart merely posted a note that the 
full text could be downloaded instead. And 


| n a remarkable coalescence of time 
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thus, according to the obituary noting his 
passing on September 6, 2011 in the New 
York Times, “Project Gutenberg was born.” 

Project Gutenberg, with more than 
38,000 free eBooks available online, rep- 
resents Hart’s goal to “encourage the cre- 
ation and distribution of e-books to help 
break down the bars of ignorance and il- 
literacy.” Even in its infancy Hart saw the 
potential, according to the Times, of “over- 
turning all established power structures.” 
(Emphasis added.) 


Power of the Press 

It is doubtful that in 1971 Hart had any 
idea of how the growth of the Internet 
would impact the world, just as the son 
of a cloth merchant in the small German 
town of Mainz, Johannes Gensfleisch zur 


INTERNET 


From here Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden 
zum Gutenberg launched an information 
revolution that sparked the Renaissance, the 
Protestant Reformation, and the Scientific 
Revolution, and lit the fire of freedom that 
became the American Republic. 


Laden zum Gutenberg, would have any 
idea of how his invention of the moveable- 
type printing press in 1436 would impact 
his world. Not only is the Gutenberg press 
responsible for the printing revolution that 
spread across Europe and the world, it had 
enormous impact in the flowering of the 
Renaissance, the Protestant Reformation, 
and the Scientific Revolution. It was re- 
sponsible for the formation of the basis for 
the modern market economy, the develop- 
ment and spread of the concept of national 
sovereignty, and the revolution leading to 
the Declaration of Independence and the 
establishment of the American Republic. 
Gutenberg’s first project was the print- 
ing of 180 copies of the Bible, each of 
which sold for much less than a handwrit- 
ten Bible, which could take a single scribe 
more than a year to complete. Within six 
years there were 1,000 copies in print. 
His printing press was copied and spread 
throughout the continent, and by the year 
1500, one thousand printing presses were 
in operation and had already produced 
more than eight million books. By 1600, 
that number had grown more than twenty- 
fold to between 150 and 200 million books. 
And the discovery and development of sea 
routes west (Christopher Columbus, 1492) 
and east (Vasco da Gama, 1498) greatly 
expanded the use of his printing press. By 
1620, the impact of the Gutenberg press 
caused English philosopher Francis Bacon 
to remark that it “has changed the whole 
face and state of things throughout the 
world.” In America, Mark Twain wrote: 


What the world is today, good and 


bad, it owes to Gutenberg. Everything 
can be traced to this source, but we 
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Even in its infancy, Project Gutenberg’s founder, Michael Hart, saw the potential of the 
Internet not only to “break down the bars of ignorance” but to overturn “all established 


power structures.” 


are bound to bring him homage ... 
for the bad that this colossal invention 
has brought about is overshadowed 
a thousand times by the good with 
which mankind has been favored. 


The press enabled friends of Martin Lu- 
ther to distribute copies of his “95 Theses” 
across Germany within two weeks and all 
across Europe within two months. 

Luther’s challenge to the existing estab- 
lishment birthed the Reformation, which 
led to the Thirty Years’ War. That war ended 
with the signing of a series of peace trea- 
ties summarized as the Peace of Westpha- 
lia, establishing vital concepts now taken 
for granted: sovereignty of states, right to 
self-determination, equality between states, 
and the principle of non-intervention of one 
state in the internal affairs of another. 

John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian 
Religion was propelled by the Gutenberg 
miracle so much so that by 1560 the Scot- 
tish parliament had repudiated the Pope’s 
authority and approved in its stead the Prot- 
estant Confession of Faith. The Scottish 
Reformation reached America and influ- 
enced the American Revolution. Calvin’s 
influence was so great that Leopold von 
Ranke, one of the most profound scholars 
of the times, concluded that “John Calvin 
was the virtual founder of America.” 
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Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common 
Sense rode not only the revolutionary 
discontent of the colonies but the increas- 
ingly common printing press to become, 
according to historian Gordon S. Wood, 
“the most incendiary and popular pam- 
phlet of the entire revolutionary era.” First 
published anonymously in January 1776, 
the 48-page booklet sold 120,000 copies 
in its first three months and 500,000 in its 
first year, and went through 25 editions 
in its first year alone. George Trevelyan, 
author of History of the American Revolu- 
tion, said, 


It would be difficult to name any 
human composition which has had an 
effect at once so instant, so extended 
and so lasting.... It was pirated, paro- 
died and imitated, and translated into 
the language of every country where 
the new republic had well-wishers. It 
worked nothing short of miracles and 
turned Tories into Whigs. 


And so, from the development of move- 
able type in 1436 to the printing of the 
Gutenberg Bible in 1455, to the explosive 
duplication of Luther’s 95 Theses begin- 
ning in 1518, to the Scottish immigration 
to America in the 1600s, to the Peace of 
Westphalia in 1668, to the bursting forth 


INTERNET 


of Common Sense in January 1776, to 
the Declaration of Independence, one can 
trace the impact that the Gutenberg Press 
had on political, social, and religious in- 
stitutions in just over three hundred years. 


From Innocuous to International 

But it took just three years from the start 
of the commercialization of the Internet 
in 1995 (the year the first sale on Echo 
Bay — later to become eBay — was com- 
pleted) before the political power of the 
Internet as the “alternative media” began 
to be felt. Newsweek reporter Michael 
Isikoff had been investigating the relation- 
ship between Monica Lewinsky and then- 
President Bill Clinton for nearly a year, 
and his story was about to be published on 
Saturday morning, January 17, 1998. After 
listening to one of the taped conversations 
between Lewinsky and a friend, Isikoff’s 
editors decided to spike the story. Matt 
Drudge of The Drudge Report, an online 
news aggregator, learned of the decision 
to withhold the story, and published his 
online exposé with the headline: “News- 
week Kills Story on White House Intern: 
23-Year-Old Sex Relationship with Presi- 
dent,” which instantly, profoundly, and 
permanently transformed the Internet into 
an alternative to the mainstream media. 
By Sunday morning, so many individu- 
als were seeking more information from 
Drudge’s website that it couldn’t handle 
all the traffic. 

According to BBC News, “This may 
be the first time that a story of such con- 
sequence developed on the Internet. Love 
him or hate him, Matt Drudge’s report 
on the Clinton scandal is the most vis- 
ible sign to date of the changing nature 
of journalism.” 

The presidential campaign of 2008 is 
considered to be the first “Internet elec- 
tion,” with candidates using the Internet 
to promote their positions. PewInternet 
noted that “a record-breaking 46% of 
Americans used the Internet, email or cell 
phone text messaging to get news about 
the campaign, share their views, and 
mobilize others ... [and] 6% of Ameri- 
cans made political contributions online, 
compared with 2% who did that during 
the entire 2004 campaign.” One of those 
enjoying the Internet’s capability to raise 
campaign funds was presidential candi- 
date Ron Paul, whose “money bomb” 
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raised a record $4.3 million in a single 
day, followed by another $4.4 million 
raised just a few days later. 

The Internet had a significant role in 
the retirement of Dan Rather from CBS 
in 2005. In 1988, Rather interviewed six 
former servicemen, each of whom spoke 
about having witnessed horrible acts dur- 
ing their service in Vietnam. 

Two of them said that they had killed 
civilians, and each talked about the impact 
the war had on his personal life, includ- 
ing periods of depression, unemployment, 
drug use, and homelessness. Unfortu- 
nately for Rather, authors B. G. Burkett 
and Glenna Whitley, in doing research for 
their book Stolen Valor, obtained the ser- 
vice records of all six of those interviewed 
by Rather and discovered that only one of 
them had actually been stationed in Viet- 
nam, and that he had only served as an 
equipment repairer. Bloggers on the Inter- 
net had a field day. 

And then in 2004, Rather reported on 
a series of memos he had obtained about 
President George W. Bush’s service with 
the Texas Air National Guard. The memos 
found their way onto the Internet and were 
declared by experts to be forgeries. The 
mainstream media reluctantly printed the 
story of the forgeries, forcing CBS initially 
to defend Rather’s report. Two weeks later 
CBS retracted the story. In 2005, Rather 
left CBS after being relegated to a corner 
office with few responsibilities. 

The Internet’s video-sharing website 
YouTube has more than one billion videos 
in its online library, many of which expose 
incompetence, bad behavior, and fraud. 

Consider one such video that is particu- 
larly damaging to the credibility of one of 
the establishment’s favorite institutions, the 
Federal Reserve System. It is the confronta- 
tion between Congressman Alan Grayson 
and Fed spokesman Elizabeth Coleman. 
In five minutes and 26 seconds, on May 5, 
2009, Coleman stuttered and stammered 
and deflected and, finally, wilted under 
Grayson’s barrage of questions about the 
Fed’s off-book balance sheet activity. As 
noted by Anthony Wile, “It is one of the 
single most astonishing moments (or min- 
utes) ever manifested or preserved in this 
already amazing digital era.” Wile wrote: 


During the questioning of Coleman, 
Grayson asks her over and over if 
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Working from his home on Saturday, January 17, 1998, Matt Drudge profoundly changed 
the perception of the Internet as an alternative news source with this Drudge Report headline: 
“Newsweek Kills Story on White House Intern: 23-Year-Old Sex Relationship with President.” 


there is a formal accounting available 
for the trillions in off-book balance 
sheet activity for the Fed. He asks 
patiently, and he repeats the question 
many times. Coleman stutters, makes 
statements that are obviously evasive 
and finally all but admits that she 
actually has no authority even to ex- 
amine the Fed’s off-balance sheet ac- 
tivities. She admits this in a frazzled 
manner, but only after losing her way 
so badly that she has to ask Grayson 
to repeat the question (which he has 
already asked about ten times). 


Her lack of preparation and inability to 
answer the simplest of questions has been 
viewed by more than four million people, 
doing irreparable damage to the prestige 
of the Fed. 


The whistle-blower website WikiLeaks. 
org has also proven the power of exposure 
as a disinfectant, especially in its leaking 
of the Kroll Report, an intelligence report 
commissioned by the Kenyan government 
in 2004. For political reasons the govern- 
ment sat on the report until Julian Assange, 
the founder of WikiLeaks, published the 
report on the Internet. Interviewed on TED 
TV by Chris Anderson, Assange said, 


This report ... became a dead alba- 
tross around [the President’s] neck. 

Anderson: And ... word of the re- 
port leaked into Kenya, not from the 
official media, but indirectly [via the 
Internet]. And in your opinion, it ac- 
tually shifted the election? 

Assange: Yes. This became front 
page [news] and was then printed in all 
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In 2001, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) started putting all of its 
courses’ lecture notes, videos, and exams 
online, where students could access them 
for free. In the 10 years that followed, 
nearly 100 million students have taken 


advantage of the opportunity. 


the surrounding countries of Kenya, in 
Tanzania and South Africa.... 

It ran for 20 nights straight on 
Kenya TV [and] shifted the vote by 
10 percent ... which changed the re- 
sult of the election. 

Anderson: So your leak really sub- 
stantially changed the world? 

Assange: Yes. 


But the Internet has not only made pos- 
sible the dissemination of information ig- 
nored by the mainstream media, it has also 
caused the mainstream media to pick up 
stories they would not have covered oth- 
erwise. Not only that, but the Internet has 
had a “leveling” effect — enabling blog- 
gers with limited resources to challenge 
established empires, such as the New York 
Times, for the public’s attention. 


New Areas for Application 

The Internet revolution is also reaching 
into the highest levels of academe. And 
not just in the way of “‘alternative schools.” 
Even the education cartel, which for years 
has required students to pay enormous 
sums for the privilege of attending pres- 
tigious schools to obtain a piece of paper 
that many are finding of questionable 
value in today’s marketplace, is taking ad- 
vantage of it. In 2001, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) started put- 
ting all of its courses’ lecture notes, vid- 
eos, and exams online, where students 
could access them for free. In the 10 years 
that followed, nearly 100 million students 
have taken advantage of the opportunity. 
Recently, MIT introduced “MITx” which 
grants, for a small fee, a certificate of ac- 
complishment to students proving their 
mastery of the subject. This innovation 
challenges at its very core the paradigm 
that only a wealthy few should have access 
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to such learning. As Kevin 
Carey noted in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, “Tt is 
simply untenable [for tradi- 
tional universities] to claim 
global leadership in educat- 
ing a planet of seven billion 
people when you hoard your 
educational offerings for a 
few thousand fortunates liv- 
ing together on a small patch 
of land.” 

The Internet is also allow- 
ing citizens to stand up against arrogant 
politicians and police behaving badly. For 
instance, Rep. Steve Chabot (R-Ohio) re- 
fused to allow constituents attending his 
townhall meetings to photograph and tape 
the events. When several attendees took 
pictures and made tapes of the events any- 
way, Chabot ordered the police to remove 
them from the meeting. This so enraged 
the other citizens that he was forced to 
issue an apology and change his policy. 

Said a chastened Chabot, “We will be 
modifying our policy to allow individual 
citizens to bring cameras to our townhall 
events.” 

Simon Glik was walking by the Boston 


INTERNET 


Common on October 1, 2007 when he ob- 
served what he perceived to be an exces- 
sive use of force by three police officers in 
subduing a suspected drug offender. When 
a bystander yelled to the police “You’re 
hurting him! Stop!” Glik took out his 
cellphone and began recording the event. 
After the suspect had been subdued and 
placed in the back of a police cruiser, one 
of the officers turned to Glik and said, “I 
think you have taken enough pictures.” To 
which Glik replied, “I am recording this. 
I saw you punch him.” The officer then 
arrested Glik, put him in handcuffs, and 
charged him with violating Massachusetts’ 
wiretap law, disturbing the peace, and aid- 
ing in the escape of a prisoner. 

Glik filed a lawsuit in the Massachu- 
setts District Court, which ruled in favor 
of Glik: 


Gathering information about govern- 
ment officials in a form that can read- 
ily be disseminated to others serves a 
cardinal First Amendment interest in 
protecting and promoting “the free 
discussion of governmental affairs.” 
This is particularly true of law en- 
forcement officials who are granted 


Once the Internet successfully refuted Rather’s claims about Vietnam War veterans and 
George W. Bush’s service with the Texas National Guard, his career with CBS was over. 
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1) Youve Fired! Part 2 - Barety 


With over one billion videos, YouTube’s presence on the Internet and its impact on the 
information age can scarcely be overestimated. False themes are exposed, lies are revealed, 
minds and hearts are changed, politicians are humbled, and history is being changed. 


substantial discretion that may be 
misused to deprive individuals of 
their liberties. [Emphasis added. ] 

We conclude, based on the facts 
alleged, that Glik was exercising 
clearly-established First Amend- 
ment rights in filming the officers in 
a public space, and that his clearly- 
established Fourth Amendment rights 
were violated by his arrest without 
probable cause. 


Last September the pro-life film 180 was 
released on YouTube with expectations 
that it could change the abortion debate 
significantly. Producer Ray Comfort said 
that “knowledge is very, very powerful 
and when we have knowledge ... it can 
change our whole perspective.” Comfort 
expressed the hope that the video would 
go viral. In the first 24 hours of its release, 
there were 30,000 visits. By October 9, 
there were 638,000 visits. As of February 
28, 2012, there have been nearly 2.5 mil- 
lion visits. 

Attempts to preempt the Internet or to 
restrict it are failing. When Rupert Mur- 
doch, owner of News Corporation, pur- 
chased MySpace for $580 million in July 
2005, he intended to insert Fox News po- 
litical content into the site and thus help to 
redirect the political conversation. 

At the time, MySpace was the most 
popular social networking site in the 
United States, while Facebook, its pri- 
mary competitor lagged behind. How- 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


ever, by April, 2008, Facebook surpassed 
MySpace based on monthly unique visi- 
tors, and Murdoch’s attempt to get politi- 
cal with his acquisition failed. With three- 
quarters of its workforce laid off, Murdoch 
sold what was left of the company in June 
2011 for $35 million, taking a loss of half 
a billion dollars. 

When it appeared that federal attempts 
to threaten the Internet, such as SOPA 
(Stop Online Piracy Act) and PIPA (Pro- 
tect Internet Privacy Act), were going to 
be enacted, users rebelled mightily and 
loudly. Millions of people signed online 
petitions, overloaded circuits with phone 
calls, and generally stood in the gap and 
said, “No.” As Rob Enderle of the Enderle 
Group said: “This is huge. [Social net- 
works] pretty much drove the mass objec- 
tions and stopped this bill from becoming 
law. I think we are actually seeing the be- 
ginning of a huge change in the political 
process worldwide that [has] social net- 
works at the core.” 


Outwitting the Enforcers 
Even before the cratering of those efforts 
to regulate and emasculate the Internet, 
clever individuals had been hard at work 
developing “work-arounds,” just in case. 
A Firefox add-on called, appropriately, 
“de-SOPA” allows searchers to get past 
any sites that might have been censored 
by using IP addresses instead of web ad- 
dresses. 

And if that doesn’t work, there’s Pirate 


Bay Dancing, which also was developed in 
anticipation of such attempts at regulation. 

Telex is another of many innovations de- 
signed to foil attempts to restrict the flow of 
truth on Internet. The developer’s software 
turns the Internet itself into an anti-censor- 
ship device. Software that is installed on a 
computer connects with the Internet service 
provider that has Telex stations attached to 
the wires carrying the digital traffic. “So,” 
says the developer, “if you’re in China, and 
you want access to a banned site like You- 
Tube, you just type YouTube.com into your 
computer, and the Telex station will see that 
connection, and disguise it as something in- 
nocuous. You might be watching YouTube, 
but to a censor, it will just seem as if you’re 
visiting a harmless, non-blocked site.” If 
governments pursue Internet censorship, 
they will find that the free-market innova- 
tors have gotten there first, in plenty of time 
to make such efforts not only fruitless but 
obsolete. 

Because of the Internet, false renditions 
of history are exposed. Half-truths are 
uncovered. Statist assumptions are ques- 
tioned. Inconvenient history that had been 
dropped down George Orwell’s Memory 
Hole has been recovered and restored to 
its rightful place. History, it is said, is writ- 
ten by the survivors. With more than 350 
million websites feeding the Internet and 
billions of people seeking the truth, when 
this history is written it will proclaim the 
free unhindered flow of information via 
the Internet as the victor. With this new 
information source, the final choice lies, 
where it always has, in the hands of an 
informed electorate. Writing to William 
Charles Jarvis on September 28, 1820, 
Thomas Jefferson said: 


I know of no safe depository of the 
ultimate powers of the society but the 
people themselves; and if we think 
them not enlightened enough to ex- 
ercise their control with wholesome 
discretion, the remedy is not to take 
it from them, but to inform their dis- 
cretion by education. This is the true 
corrective of abuses of constitutional 
power. 


All that the Gutenberg press did then, and 
all that the Internet is doing now, is in- 
forming the people’s discretion. The rest 
is up to them. 
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Rick Santorum: 
How Conservative Ils He’? 


Presidential candidate Rick Santorum portrays himself as a solid conservative. But how 
conservative was he in Congress, and what would he do as President? 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


.S. Senator Rick Santorum has 
| a long record of votes as a U.S. 
Representative from a suburban 
Pittsburgh district (1991-1994) and U.S. 
Senator from Pennsylvania (1995-2006). 
A lawyer by profession, Santorum was 
elected to the House in 1990 after defeating 
longtime liberal Democrat Doug Walgren. 
During his 16 years in Congress, Santo- 
rum earned an average score of 59 percent 
in THE NEw AMERICAN’S “Conservative 
Index” (renamed “The Freedom Index” 
in 2007), which rates how members of 
Congress vote based on constitutional and 
conservative principles. The highest score 
Santorum earned in a two-year congres- 
sional term was 73 percent, and his lowest 
score was 44 percent (see the chart on page 
25). His “Conservative Index” scores indi- 
cate that, on the whole, his voting record is 
not nearly as conservative as his campaign 
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rhetoric suggests, and not as conservative 
as many voters perceive him to be. 

Let us now survey his congressional 
voting record as well as positions he is 
championing as a Republican candidate 
for President in order to gain a better un- 
derstanding of how conservative and how 
consistent he actually is. 


Spending, Deficits, and Taxes 
With a historic deficit crisis looming, 
government spending and deficits are 
probably the most important issues on the 
minds of voters this election season. U.S. 
national debt exceeded 100 percent of the 
nation’s Gross Domestic Product in 2011 
for the first time since the Second World 
War, and is about five years away from ex- 
ceeding the debt levels of Greece. 
Santorum’s prescription is for a balanced 
budget amendment to the U.S. Constitu- 
tion, which would require a balanced bud- 
get during peacetime (unless approved by 


a super-majority of Congress) and would 
cap federal spending at 18 percent of GDP, 
which is the 30-year average of federal 
spending before the Obama administra- 
tion. But Santorum’s record in Congress is 
one where he has voted for tax cuts while 
at the same time backing most of the big- 
spending bills that have spiked the deficit. 
Santorum voted to create the 2003 
Medicare prescription-drug entitlement 
program. He also voted for the 2001 No 
Child Left Behind program, which ramped 
up the federal government’s involvement 
in education. Santorum acknowledged in 
the Mesa, Arizona, GOP presidential de- 
bate on February 22 that he now backs re- 
peal of both programs he had voted for as 
Senator. “I think we’ve all had votes that 
I look back on I — I wish I wouldn’t have 
voted — No Child Left Behind, you’re 
right, it led to education spending. That’s 
why I’ve said that we need to cut and 
eliminate No Child Left Behind.” Later in 
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Ethanol subsidies: Rick Santorum has vacillated on government support for the ethanol industry 
throughout his congressional career, but before the lowa primary he told corn-belt voters that he 
strongly favored government subsidies for ethanol. 


the debate, Santorum said of the No Child 
Left Behind bureaucracy: “TI have to admit, 
I voted for that. It was against the prin- 
ciples I believed in, but, you know, when 
you're part of the team, sometimes you 
take one for the team, for the leader, and 
I made a mistake. You know, politics is a 
team sport, folks. And sometimes you’ve 
got to rally together and do something.” 

While in Congress, Santorum also sup- 
ported the GOP “team” by consistently 
voting in favor of big appropriations bills 
backed by his party leadership, even when 
those spending bills contained huge in- 
creases in federal welfare spending and 
increased deficits. Santorum was definite- 
ly a Republican team player, even when 
the team was pushing for deficit spending. 
This team effort also included five votes 
by Santorum to increase the national debt 
limit to accommodate new borrowing dur- 
ing his tenure in Congress. 
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Now that he’s running for President, 
Santorum hopes to become the most im- 
portant member of the GOP team and to 
set the direction that other team members 
would be expected to follow. So what 
would he do as President? His presiden- 
tial campaign website proposes a fairly 
comprehensive set of spending cuts, far 
more than the cuts proposed by rival GOP 
candidates Mitt Romney and Newt Gin- 
grich, but less than those proposed by Ron 
Paul. Santorum’s spending-cut proposals 
include ending farm subsidies and send- 
ing Medicare to the states as a block grant. 
However, his proposed spending cuts 
would not be enough to compensate for his 
tax-cut proposals, which include reducing 
income taxes to two rates of 10 percent 
and 28 percent. The non-partisan Com- 
mittee for a Responsible Federal Budget 
(CRFB) concluded that Santorum’s spend- 
ing and tax proposals would increase the 


deficit even more than current law under 
the Obama administration. CRFB also 
concluded that Santorum’s proposals 
would never take federal deficits below six 
percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and would quickly bring the U.S. govern- 
ment up to Greek levels of debt. 

If Americans want to know why federal 
budget deficits exploded beginning in the 
year 2000, there is no better example of 
why this happened than Rick Santorum. 
Santorum ran as a fiscal conservative, but 
although he voted for lower taxes, he also 
voted for big spending. Of course, low- 
ering taxes is a commendable goal, but 
lower taxes should be achieved through 
less government in order to avoid the next 
generation being stuck with the bills. 

Santorum has picked up some support 
from Tea Party members because he pub- 
licly opposed both the TARP and auto 
bailouts in 2008. However, Santorum was 
not in Congress at the time, and so he was 
not subject to political pressure to vote 
with the political “team.” When he was in 
Congress, Santorum did vote on one bail- 
out. On the issue of bailing out the airlines 
in 2002 with $393 million in federal loans, 
Santorum voted in favor of the corporate 
bailout with taxpayer dollars. 


Constitutional Confusion 

Voting the way a political team wants you 
to vote — regardless if the team is Repub- 
lican or Democrat — can come at a very 
heavy cost. It may mean voting against 
your principles, which Santorum acknowl- 
edged doing in the case of No Child Left 
Behind. It may also mean voting against 
the Constitution, which every member 
of Congress — and the President, too — 
takes an oath of office to uphold. 

The Constitution enumerates the powers 
of the federal government. Those powers 
do not include federal funding of or con- 
trol over the education sector — nor many 
other areas where the federal government 
has interjected itself over the years. 

If Santorum, at least at times, placed 
party over principle in Congress, can he 
be expected to always place principle first 
as President? Would he always abide by 
the Constitution? And even if that’s his 
intent, how well does he understand the 
Constitution? 

Apparently not well. Consider, for 
one example, Santorum’s defense of 
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his vote in favor of the “Bridge to No- 
where” pork-barrel spending in Alaska. 
The Bridge to Nowhere project would 
have cost an estimated $398 million and 
would have linked two southern Alaska 
Islands: Gravina Island, which has a pop- 
ulation of 50 and an airport, and, Revil- 
lagigedo Island, which hosts the town of 
Ketchikan (population 10,000), and does 
not have an airport. “Go and look at the 
Constitution. Who has the responsibility 
to spend money? Clearly, in the Consti- 
tution it is the Congress,” Santorum told 
the Des Moines Register December 30, 
2011. “People say that I voted for ‘The 
Bridge to Nowhere.’ I did. I went with the 
federalist argument, which is, “Who am I 
in Pennsylvania to tell Alaska what their 
highway priorities should be?’” Santo- 
rum’s statement was either a deliberate 
distortion, or — at best — one which re- 
veals a complete ignorance of both the 
U.S. Constitution and how the federal 
appropriations process works. The bill 
would have federally funded a bridge 
between two sparsely populated Alaskan 
islands. Not passing the subsidy would 
not have stopped the State of Alaska from 
funding the bridge with its own money. 
Nor would it have even stopped the State 
of Alaska from using ordinary federal 
highway funds to pay for it. 

Santorum has also demonstrated an ap- 
palling lack of understanding of the 10th 
Amendment. In the November 19, 2011 
debate moderated by GOP pollster Frank 
Luntz, Santorum noted on the issue of 
same-sex “marriage”: 


I’m a very strong supporter of the 
10th amendment ... but the idea 
that the only things that the states 
are prevented from doing are only 
things specifically established in the 
Constitution is wrong. Our country 
is based on a moral enterprise. Gay 
matriage is wrong. As Abraham Lin- 
coln said, states do not have the right 
to do wrong. And so there are folks 
here who said states can do this and I 
won’t get involved in that. I will get 
involved in that because the states, 
as a president I will get involved 
because the states don’t have a right 
to undermine the basic fundamental 
values that hold this country togeth- 
er. America is an ideal. It’s not just a 
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constitution, it is an ideal. It’s a 
set of morals and principles that 
were established in that decla- 
ration, and states don’t have the 
right, just like they didn’t have 
the right to do slavery. 


Santorum is widely recognized as 
being strongly pro-life, and the votes 
he cast in Congress on abortion bills 


support this belief. 


Of course, all the 10th Amendment 
does is say that those powers not 
listed as federal in the U.S. Constitution 
are reserved to the states or to the people. 
Santorum’s assertion that marriage is a 
“basic fundamental value” is an argument 
in support of that institution; it is not an 
argument for empowering the federal gov- 
ernment to regulate it. 

In one instance, however, Santorum 
has intelligently defended “earmarks” 
as a legitimate — and even necessary 
— function of Congress’ constitutional 
power. Earmarks are a bugaboo with 
many deficit hawks because of the abuses 
of earmarks for pork-barrel spending. But 
earmarks also serve a constitutional pur- 
pose, since Congress needs to determine 
how money is spent in order to avoid the 
vast sums of appropriated money becom- 
ing a giant slush fund for the President to 
allocate as he sees fit. Santorum correctly 
suggested that “there are good earmarks 


and bad earmarks.... Congress has a role 
to play when it comes to appropriating 
money, and sometimes the administra- 
tion doesn’t get it right.” However, he 
says that “as President, I would oppose 
earmarks” — which suggests that he be- 
lieves he would “get it right.” 


Pro-life Record 

Santorum is widely recognized as being 
strongly pro-life, and the votes he cast in 
Congress on abortion bills support this 
belief. However, some pro-lifers are con- 
cerned that he endorsed pro-abortion Sena- 
tor Arlen Specter over conservative chal- 
lenger Pat Toomey in the 2004 Republican 
primary. Also, he voted for Republican- 
sponsored appropriations bills that included 
funding for Planned Parenthood. His argu- 
ment for doing so is that such funding is 
just part of the entire bill he is voting on. 


Rick Santorum’s 
“Conservative Index” Scores* 


As a U.S. Representative: 
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claiming that “the reality [is] 
that this radical theocracy is 
intent on destroying Israel and 
western civilization.” 

For Santorum, employ- 
ing such alarmist language is 
not new. During the debate 
on the Authorization for the 
Use of Force in Iraq resolution 
(which he supported), Santorum 
claimed on the Senate floor on 


Yet, on February 16 of this year he boasted 
to Fox News’ Greta Van Susteren: 


I’ve had a consistent record on this 
of supporting women’s right to have 
contraception. I’ve supported fund- 
ing for it.... Just look at my record. I 
mean, I have been criticized by — by 
— I think it was Governor Romney 
or maybe it was Congressman Paul’s 
campaign for voting for contracep- 
tion, that I voted for funding for it, 
which is — I think it’s — I think it’s 
Title X, which is — which I have 
voted for in the past, that provides for 
free contraception through organiza- 
tions, even like Planned Parenthood. 


When the contraceptive-funding issue 
came up during the February 22 presiden- 
tial debate in Arizona, Santorum explained 
his votes for large HHS appropriations 
bills containing the contraceptive fund- 
ing this way: “I opposed Title X funding. 
I’ve always opposed Title X funding, but 
it’s included in a large appropriation bill 
that includes a whole host of other things, 
including ... the funding for the National 
Institutes of Health, the funding for Health 
and Human Services and a whole bunch 
of other departments. It’s a multi-billion- 
dollar bill.’ He also said that he supported 
creating a new federal program for absti- 
nence education. But federal abstinence 
programs, like federal funding for contra- 
ceptives, are not among the Constitution’s 
specified powers and therefore are powers 
reserved to the states or the people under 
the 10th Amendment. 


Foreign Policy 

Santorum has been among the most hawk- 
ish of the GOP presidential candidates on 
foreign policy. His campaign website de- 
scribes Iran almost in apocalyptic terms, 
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October 10, 2002: 


Saddam will go to elaborate measures 
to conceal and elude efforts to uncover 
his weapons of mass destruction ca- 
pabilities and development efforts... 
There is a parallel between today’s 
situation and the situation that con- 
fronted the civilized Western World of 
the 1930s. In that era, democratic lead- 
ers sought to appease the ambitions of 
Adolph Hitler and the Third Reich. 
World War II, the Holocaust and mil- 
lions of military and civilian casualties 
are the outcome of that deferral of ac- 
tion.... The attacks of September 11th 
and the fateful decisions not taken in 
the 1930s illustrate that there is a cost 
to not taking corrective action in a 
prompt and decisive fashion. 


In the case of Iraq, Santorum was entirely 
wrong. Saddam Hussein was later re- 
vealed to have no nuclear or weapons-of- 
mass-destruction programs. He wasn’t try- 
ing to conceal WMDs, but rather bluffing 
that he had them for the regional audiences 
in order to gain respect with other Mid- 
dle Eastern governments. Nor did Hus- 
sein pose a threat to the world in any way 
similar to Hitler in the 1930s. In the end, 
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq posed no threat to 
either the national security of the United 
States or even the Persian Gulf region of 
the globe. 

US. intelligence estimates, revealed by 
the New York Times on February 25, in- 
dicate that Santorum’s apocalyptic warn- 
ings about Iran may be similarly off-base 
and that Iran is engaged in the same game 
in which Saddam Hussein was engaged. 
Although Santorum’s campaign website 
claims that “these radical Islamists are on 
the verge of having a nuclear weapon,” the 
New York Times reported of the U.S. intel- 
ligence estimate on Iran: 


In Senate testimony on Jan. 31, 
James R. Clapper Jr., the director of 
national intelligence, stated explic- 
itly that American officials believe 
that Iran is preserving its options for 


Terrorism and freedom: Rick Santorum advocates aggressive foreign policy designed to punish 
Iran, a nation that has sponsored terrorism against Israel but not against the United States. 
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a nuclear weapon, but said there was 
no evidence that it had made a deci- 
sion on making a concerted push to 
build a weapon. David H. Petraeus, 
the C.I.A. director, concurred with 
that view at the same hearing. Other 
senior United States officials, includ- 
ing Defense Secretary Leon E. Panet- 
ta and Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
have made similar statements in re- 
cent television appearances. 


Santorum has called for sanctions against 
Iran and support for “Strike Funds to help 
organizers on the ground publicly protest 
and overthrow the regime.” Santorum has 
also opposed any cuts in military spend- 
ing, even cuts in the rate of increase in mil- 
itary spending proposed by the Obama ad- 
ministration. In an April 28, 2011 speech 
before the National Press Club, Santorum 
opined: “Earlier this month the President 
suggested deep cuts to our military. Wrong 
signal, wrong effort, and wrong time. Now 
is the time to not only be increasing our 
military preparedness but to finish the 
task of a comprehensive missile defense 
system.” Despite the fact that the United 
States spends almost as much money on 
the military as the rest of the world com- 
bined, he repeated in an October 13 Las 
Vegas debate that “I would absolutely not 
cut one penny out of military spending.” 
Santorum, who has traditionally backed 
foreign aid giveaways in his congressional 
votes, is running for President on a platform 
defending foreign aid. “They’re pandering 
to this anti-foreign aid element that’s out 
there,’ Santorum told MSNBC’s Morning 
Joe last October. “Foreign aid is valuable 
and actually most humanitarian aid too is 
spent in this country. So very little is cash 
payments to foreign governments that 
doesn’t benefit the United States anyway.” 


Inconsistencies 

Though Santorum made few flip-flops 
during his congressional career, a notable 
exception was his shifting stance on fed- 
eral ethanol subsidies. “Prior to 9/11, I was 
not a big fan of ethanol subsidies but 2001 
changed my mind on a lot of things, and 
one of them was trying to support domes- 
tic energy and this is part of it?’ Santorum 
told IowaPolitics.com January 27, 2011. 
“My pledge to you is to work with this in- 
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Rick Santorum: The Pennsylvania Senator is campaiging as the Tea Party-friendly, anti-bailout 


politician, but his one vote on a bailout as a Congressman was in favor of loaning the airline 


industry $393 million in bailout funds. 


dustry to create a bigger and bigger place 
in the market for domestically produced 
ethanol biodiesel.” 

Yet, Santorum had opposed ethanol 
subsidies (and thereby supported the 
constitutional position) after 9/11 as well 
as before. The neoconservative Club for 
Growth noted: “The evidence does show 
that Santorum was opposed to ethanol 
before 9/11. Twice, in 1997 and 1998, 
Santorum voted to end ethanol subsidies. 
And the evidence also shows that, at times, 
he was supportive of an ethanol mandate 
after 9/11. But in 2005, Santorum voted 
to end the ethanol mandate. If the origi- 
nal flip-flop was a principled stand taken 
by Santorum because of national security 
concerns, we’re at a loss to explain this 
flip-flop-flip-again vote.” Of course, in 
2005 Santorum was not campaigning for 
President in corn-rich Iowa, the first-in- 
the-nation caucus state, where his rhetoric 
in favor of corn-based ethanol subsidies 
did work to his electoral advantage. 

In 1996, Santorum voted for a bill to 
raise the minimum wage. In 2006, he 
boasted of his support for an increase in 
the minimum wage in a Senate reelection 
campaign advertisement. The same year, 
he voted against a Ted Kennedy amend- 
ment to increase the minimum wage. 

In 1993, Santorum voted against the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), which created a supranational 


trade regime under the guise of bringing 
out “free trade.” But just one year later, he 
voted for a global trade regime under the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Santorum consistently voted in favor of 
the Second Amendment’s right to keep and 
bear arms. He also voted for the Patriot Act 
(which violates the Fourth Amendment’s 
prohibition against unreasonable searches 
& seizures) but against the McCain-Fein- 
gold campaign finance legislation (which 
violated the First Amendment’s guarantee 
of free speech). In such cases, it may be 
said that Santorum was consistent on a 
particular issue — but his congressional 
voting record as a whole demonstrates a 
lack of consistency in terms of fidelity to 
the Constitution. 

What kind of President would Rick San- 
torum be? Would he faithfully uphold the 
Constitution? Would he attempt impose a 
“conservative” agenda on the nation even 
in cases where the federal government has 
no authority to act — such as “abstinence” 
education? Would he veto big appropria- 
tions bills that contain unconstitutional and/ 
or excessive spending? Would he be too 
quick to go war, and would he do so — as 
both Republican and Democrat Presidents 
have done — without the constitutionally 
required congressional declaration of war? 
Santorum’s record may not provide an ab- 
solute and complete answer, but it still pro- 
vides a good picture of what to expect. Hi 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Delinquent Authority 


A feminist checks the sources of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change’s “Climate Bible’ and finds that nearly a 
third of them are not peer reviewed, and more. 


by James Heiser 


The Delinquent Teenager Who Was 
Mistaken for the World’s Top Climate 
Expert, by Donna Laframboise, Toronto, 
Canada: Ivy Avenue Press, 2011, 235 
pages, paperback. 


cal and media elites is to be believed, 

the “theory” of man-made global 
warming is no longer merely a theory, 
but a scientifically established fact. De- 
nial of the overarching myth of man’s 
deleterious impact on Earth’s climate is 
often treated like the scientific equivalent 
of claiming that the Earth is flat. And as 
proof for their assertion of the established 
fact of global warming, the theory’s ad- 
vocates believe they need seek no further 
than studies published by the UN’s Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), which shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize with former Vice President Al Gore 
in 2007. 

But what if the IPCC were found to 
be unworthy of the praise that has been 
heaped on it? The central contention of 
The Delinquent Teenager Who Was Mis- 
taken for the World’s Top Climate Expert, 
a new book by investigative journalist 
Donna Laframboise, is that the “science” 
carried out under the auspices of the IPCC 
falls far short of the standards of scientific 
proof, and the praise that has been lav- 
ished on the organization is utterly without 
warrant. As Laframboise declares in her 
first chapter: 


I f the rhetoric generated by the politi- 


This book is about a spoiled child. 
Year after year, this child has been 
admired, flattered, and praised. There 
has been no end of self-esteem-build- 
ing in his life. What there has been 
little of, though, is honest feedback 
or constructive criticism. 
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On center stage throughout The Delin- 
quent Teenager are the various editions 
of the report generated by the IPCC: 
The IPCC Assessment Report (now in 
its fourth edition and commonly abbrevi- 
ated as AR4) is informally referred to as 
the “Climate Bible.” The chairman of the 
IPCC, Rajendra Pachauri, shares the stage 
with the Climate Bible, and both he and 
the Climate Bible are weighed in the bal- 
ance of proper scientific methodology and 
found lacking. 

For some readers, Donna Laframboise 
might seem an unlikely crusader against 
the global-warming lobby. Hardly a 
“mouthpiece” for conservative journalism, 
she observes, “I don’t recall having ever 
seen a FOX News broadcast. Right-wing 
media sources are not, therefore, remotely 
responsible for my climate change views.” 
In fact, Laframboise, a Canadian journal- 
ist who formerly worked for the Toronto 
Star and National Post, describes herself 
as “a feminist who holds an undergradu- 
ate degree in women’s studies” and whose 
first book, The Princess at the Window — 
A New Gender Morality (1996), was about 
the women’s movement. She is clearly una- 
mused that “people who see things differ- 
ently try to link my climate views to racists, 
Holocaust deniers, child murderers, mental 
illness, and the tobacco industry.” What 
has aligned her with conservative critics of 
the theory of man-made climate change is 
a common skepticism regarding the scien- 
tific methodology of the theory’s advocates. 

Laframboise’s skepticism led her to ini- 
tiate what she calls “The Citizen Audit,” 
“a fact-checking exercise conducted over 
five weeks in March and April 2010.” The 
Citizen Audit brought together 40 volun- 
teers from 12 countries to carry out the 
laborious task of reviewing the sources 
cited by the IPCC Climate Bible to de- 
termine whether they were, in fact, “peer- 
reviewed” — as had so often been claimed 
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by IPCC chairman Rajendra Pachauri. The 
facts uncovered by The Citizen Audit were 
appalling: 47 percent of the chapters — 21 
chapters out of 44 — of the latest Climate 
Bible received a failing grade (a “D” or 
“F’) for their use of sources, and the 2007 
IPCC report as a whole had 18,531 refer- 
ences (not sources), of which 5,587 were 
not peer-reviewed. (An extensive review 
of the findings of The Citizen Audit can 
be found at NOconsensus.org.) The differ- 
ence between IPCC claims regarding the 
scientific legitimacy of the Climate Bible 
and the findings of The Citizen Audit soon 
became readily apparent: 


Six days after we released our results, 
an article authored by Pachauri ap- 
peared in a Yale University online 
publication. It claimed the 2007 edi- 
tion of the Climate Bible “cited ap- 
proximately 18,000 peer-reviewed 
publications.” We found less than 
13,000. 

It further said that “a limited 
amount of gray (or non-peer-re- 
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viewed) literature” had been cited “in 
cases where peer reviewed literature 
was unavailable.” Actually, this oc- 
curred 5,587 times. 


According to Laframboise, the process of 
expert review of the science set forth in 
the Climate Bible is a farce: “While the 
IPCC’s marketing message talks constant- 
ly about the thousands of expert reviewers 
who take part, if one looks closely it’s dif- 
ficult not to conclude that the IPCC holds 
its expert reviewers in contempt.” As a case 
in point, Laframboise offers the example 
of the 700-page Stern Review, which was 
written by a team of 15 government econo- 
mists from the United Kingdom. As noted 
in The Delinquent Teenager, IPCC chair- 
man Pachauri specifically declared that 
the Stern Review would not be utilized in 
the Climate Bible because it had not been 
peer reviewed; in fact, the Stern Review 
was published after the deadline for the 
expert reviewers to complete their task had 
already passed. Despite Pachauri’s deni- 
als, and the alleged lack of expert review, 
the Stern Review was utilized in the Cli- 
mate Bible. Notes Laframboise: 


Imagine my surprise therefore, when, 
during the Citizen Audit, I discovered 
that the IPCC had, in fact, cited the 
Stern Review all over the place. Not 
once or twice. And not in a chapter or 
two. We’re talking at least 26 times 


across 12 chapters... 

None of those references to the 
Stern Review were part of any draft the 
IPCC showed the 2,500 expert review- 
ers about whom Pachauri frequently 


boasts. They were quietly inserted into 
the Climate Bible afterward. 


And the Stern Review is hardly the only 
example of such allegedly sloppy sourcing 
for the Climate Bible. Chapter after chapter 
of The Delinquent Teenager is devoted to 
recounting such misuses of source material. 
Furthermore, as Laframboise documents, 
many of the people involved in creating the 
Climate Bible are not politically “neutral” 
— they are actively engaged in the environ- 
mental movement, or have been in the past. 
To cite an example of the many provided 
by the author, one finds several Greenpeace 
activists among the ranks of leading authors 
of the Climate Bible: 
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Rajendra Pachauri, 
chairman of the 


Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change 


The fact that Richard Klein worked 
as a Greenpeace campaigner at age 
23 was no impediment to the IPCC 
appointing him a lead author at age 
25. But that’s just the beginning. 

Bill Hare has been a Greenpeace 
spokesperson since 1992 and served 
as its “chief climate negotiator” in 
2007. A Greenpeace blog post de- 
scribed him as a legend in that or- 
ganization. Yet none of this has pre- 
vented him from filling senior IPCC 
roles. 

When the 2007 edition of the Cli- 
mate Bible was released, we learned 
that Hare had served as a lead author, 
that he’d been an expert reviewer 
for two out of three sections of the 
report, and that he was one of only 
40 people on the “core writing team” 
for the overall, big-picture summary 
known as the Synthesis Report. 


However, according to Laframboise, any 
expectation that the IPCC would conduct 
“independent” science is utterly misplaced 
because the organization was created to 
serve the political agenda of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Cli- 
mate Change (UNFCCC). In Pachauri’s 
words, “The UNFCCC is our main cus- 
tomer, if I could label them as such, and 
our interaction with them enriches the 
relevance of our work.” Thus, in the as- 
sessment of the author of The Delinquent 
Teenager, the political agenda of the UN- 
FCCC drives the science of the IPCC: 


The UN didn’t wait around for cli- 


decided that human-generated emis- 
sions were dangerous... 

Step one was the political decision 
that a greenhouse gas treaty was a 
worthy and achievable goal. Step two 
was the recognition that before such 
a treaty could be negotiated, certain 
documents — representing a common 
understanding — were required. Step 
three involved enlisting scientists to 
help produce such documents. 

Please note that the UN could 
have erected a firewall between the 
IPCC’s scientific activities and the 
UNFCCC’s political machinations — 
but it chose not to. Being circumspect 
about such matters is so alien a con- 
cept that Rajendra Pachauri ... says 
the IPCC’s close connection to the 
UNFCCC enriches his organization. 
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But then, as the author quotes from 
Pachauri, the environment is only a part 
of the IPCC’s agenda; an important part of 
the work is refashioning the global econo- 
my. In Pachauri’s words: 


We have been so drunk with this de- 
sire to produce and consume more and 
more whatever the cost to the environ- 
ment that we’re on a totally unsustain- 
able path. I am not going to rest easy 
until I have articulated in every pos- 
sible forum the need to bring about 
major structural changes in economic 
growth and development. That’s the 
real issue. Climate change is just a 
part of it. [Emphasis added.] 


mate science to mature. Rather, 19 
years ago, bigwigs at the UN had al- 
ready accused, tried, and convicted 
greenhouse gases. They’d already 


Laframboise’s book is a stunning exposé of 
the IPCC, and the agenda of globalists and 
environmentalists to refashion the world 
according to their ideological agenda. Ml 
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Man Saves Monument 


As a result of the August 23, 2011 earth- 
quake that rocked the east coast of the 
United States, the Washington Monument 
suffered damages that the National Park 
Service did not have the funds to repair. 
However, a generous donor by the name 
of David Rubenstein has stepped in to 
save the day. 

The Inquisitr reports, “A renowned his- 
tory buff Rubenstein says he felt that pay- 
ing for the monument’s fixes was some- 
thing he could do as a ‘good citizen’ of the 
United States.” 

The earthquake rendered the Washing- 
ton Monument unsafe for visitors, forcing 
it to be closed to the public. The earthquake 
caused $15 million dollars in damage, of 
which half the amount was recently ap- 
proved by Congress to fund repairs. The 
National Park Service was told that it had 
to find a donor to cover the remaining funds 
to repair the Washington Monument. 

On Thursday, January 19, the Park Ser- 
vice announced that David Rubenstein 
would finance the repairs, which are ex- 
pected to take up to a year to complete. 

Rubenstein has a reputation for being 
a philanthropist. As a co-founder of the 
Carlyle Group, a global asset manage- 
ment firm, he donated $4.5 million to the 
National Zoo’s panda program. 

“What greater symbol is there in Wash- 
ington of our country?” reflects Ruben- 
stein, who earlier last year gave $13.5 mil- 
lion to the National Archives, for which 
he also purchased a $21 million copy of 
the Magna Carta that will be displayed at 
the archives. “I am committed to philan- 
thropy,” he tells the Washington Post. And 
private funding like this one is “a good 
thing ... because the government doesn’t 
have all the money that it used to have.” 


Three Passersby Risk Lives 


Residents of Citrus Heights, California, are 
hailing three passersby as heroes for their 
heroic rescue of two people from a burning 
vehicle, reports the Sacramento Bee. 

Three people were in the car, which 
crashed into a tree at approximately 6:30 
a.m. on February 5, killing one person and 
injuring the other two. 
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The first to stop and assist the accident 
victims was an unidentified married cou- 
ple. They were then joined by Glen Davis 
of Citrus Heights, who was on his way 
to work when he came upon the scene. 
Within minutes of their arrival, the vehi- 
cle’s engine caught fire and the passersby 
acted quickly to pull the accident victims 
to safety. 

According to Davis, the driver suffered 
multiple broken bones and chest pains, and 
her foot was lodged under the brake pedal. 
Her 30-year-old grandson, who has Down 
syndrome, was rescued from the backseat. 
Although the third person in the vehicle 
died, there is no doubt that two people 
are alive today who otherwise would be 
dead if not for the quick intervention of 
the three passersby. 


Mystery Hero 


A woman was saved from a sinking car in 
Perry Township, Ohio, after an unidenti- 
fied man jumped in the water after her. 

Noel Bottesch, 42, was driving on 
Vrooman Road in Perry Township when 
she blacked out. Her car then veered off 
the road into the Grand River, reports Fox 
8 Cleveland. 

“She apparently blacked out as she was 
coming down the hill. Her car veered off 
the road directly into the Grand River. 
Thankfully, as it was sinking, she woke up 
and rolled down the windows,” said Chief 
Deputy Frank Leonbruno. 

Meanwhile, a mysterious good Samari- 
tan came to her rescue. 

Sgt. Larry Harpster arrived at the scene 
soon enough to witness the woman being 
rescued. “I saw her about 15 yards out 
from the edge of the current. We could see 
a blue color coming from under the water. 
The blue vehicle was completely sub- 
merged,” said Sgt. Harpster. “A man came 
to the edge of the river. He just dove in and 
helped her to shore. And just as quickly as 
that, he vanished.” 

Witnesses indicate that the man had 
been dressed in slacks and a shirt, but 
the man’s identity is unknown. Deputies 
are looking for him to acknowledge his 
heroism. “It’s unusual, first of all, to get 
someone who would do something so ex- 


traordinary. And then not to stay around is 
even more extraordinary. High accolades 
to him,” said Chief Deputy Leonbruno. 


Hero Dies After 
Saving Another Man 


Basketball coach John Wooden once said, 
“You can’t live a perfect day without doing 
something for someone who will never be 
able to repay you.” For Steven Santiago, 
that day was January 8. Unfortunately, on 
that fateful day, Santiago suffered injuries 
from which he never recovered, and he 
died a month later. 

At 1:30 a.m. on January 8, Santiago was 
awaiting a train at the New Dorp station in 
Staten Island when he noticed an intoxi- 
cated Jonathan Parisen fall onto the train 
tracks below the platform. Santiago im- 
mediately sprang into action and rescued 
Parisen from the tracks, lifting him back 
onto the platform. Santiago then climbed 
back onto the platform himself, but the 
endeavor was a bit too much for him. Out 
of breath, Santiago bent over to regain his 
composure just as a train was entering the 
station. The train clipped Santiago in the 
head, knocking him unconscious. 

Both Santiago and Parisen were rushed 
to the Staten Island University Hospital. 

Parisen was released soon after without 
injury, but Santiago never regained con- 
sciousness and died one month later. 

Santiago’s family and friends are suffer- 
ing from a great loss. “If he had a coat on 
his back and you had none, he would give 
you his, he was just a very good person,” 
friend Raina Martinez said. 

However, the family is perturbed that 
Jonathan Parisen has yet to reach out to the 
family to offer his condolences or express 
his gratitude for Santiago’s sacrifice. “It’s 
destroying us right now but all we want 
is for Jonathan to come out and say thank 
you to Steven, he’s a hero, he saved your 
life,” relative Belinda Martinez said. 

Upon learning of Santiago’s death, 
Parisen posted on his Facebook page: “I 
was just informed that Steven Santiago 
passed away today. My prayers go out to 
Steven and his family. God bless.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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South) Afherican Killing Fields 


Paradise lost: An early view of Jonestown, 
the utopian socialist community founded 
by the misnamed Reverend Jim Jones and 
his followers in the Guyana rainforest. 
Beneath its veneer of order and idealism, 
Jonestown was a hellish socialist work 
camp, with its denizens kept in line by 
gun-toting guards and a regime of cruel 
and unusual punishment for dissenters, 
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including children. 


In 1978, the “Reverend” Jim Jones, who actually preached a message of atheistic 
socialism and heaven on Earth, instigated hundreds of deaths in Jonestown, Guyana. 


by Charles Scaliger 


@ eorgetown, Guyana, is no place 
for tourists in the heat of June — 
or anytime else, for that matter. 
The seedy, crime-ridden capital of one of 
South America’s least-known and most 
backward countries was hacked out of 
fever-ridden equatorial forests by Dutch 
and English colonizers in the late 1600s, 
eager for a toehold on a continent domi- 
nated by Spanish and Portuguese colonial 
powers. But Guyana, wracked by poverty 
and violence since long before indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1966, had always 
attracted dead-enders, adventure-seekers, 
and, in general, those wishing to escape 
the rigors of civilization. Evelyn Waugh 
had repaired there once to write, holed up 
in the Tower Hotel, one of Georgetown’s 
oldest and best-known stopovers. 

In June 1978, another guest appeared 
at the Tower Hotel, not as well known as 
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Waugh, but whose actions would set in 
motion an unimaginable chain of events 
in the Guyanan jungle, events that horri- 
fied America and the world like no event 
until 9/11. 

The staff of the Tower could not have 
imagined that the gaunt, wild-eyed young 
woman who checked in that fateful June 
day was anything other than stark, raving 
mad, the product of drugs and too much 
tropical sun. “They” were after her, she 
averred, and would try to hunt her down 
if they could. She made the hotel staff 
swear they would tell no one of her ar- 
rival, and spent much of her time in her 
room, huddled in the bathtub, expecting to 
die in a hail of bullets. Within a few days, 
she slipped out of the Tower and boarded 
a plane to the United States. The young 
woman was Deborah Layton, one of the 
few who managed to escape from a remote 
Guyanan settlement known to the outside 
world as Jonestown. 


Deborah Layton was, by her own admis- 
sion, the product of the “permissive atmo- 
sphere of Berkeley, California” during the 
’60s and early ’70s. In August 1971, at the 
age of 18, she joined the Peoples Temple, a 
cult-like secular “church” founded and run 
by the “Reverend” Jim Jones, who called 
his revolutionary gospel “apostolic social- 
ism.” Layton became a close associate of 
Jones, and eventually followed him and 
the Peoples Temple down to the jungles 
of Guyana, where they had relocated from 
California in the mid-1970s, ostensibly to 
escape legal and political persecution on 
American soil. Only six months after her 
arrival in Jonestown in December 1977, 
Deborah Layton fled for her life. 

Even as a boy in Indiana, the man who 
would become the leader of the Peoples 
Temple stood out. He was, childhood as- 
sociates recalled in a documentary, a “‘re- 
ally weird kid” obsessed with religion 
and death. He allegedly killed house pets 
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and held elaborate funerals for them. Of 
above-average intelligence, Jones was a 
voracious reader. He studied the writings 
of Hitler, Marx, Stalin, and Gandhi, and 
graduated early and with honors from high 
school in 1948. 


Jones’ Jive 

Jones became enamored at a very young 
age with revolutionary socialism, and 
yearned to found a Utopian society along 
pure socialist lines. In 1951, he joined the 
Communist Party USA (CPUSA), but was 
not satisfied to be a mere foot soldier in 
such a far-reaching enterprise. He decided 
that the best way to attract a following was 
to assume the mantle of “Reverend” and 
found a church — though Jones himself, 
in keeping with his socialist credo, appears 
to have been an atheist most, if not all, of 
his adult life. He was fascinated with faith 
healing, and decided to harness the persua- 
sive power of miracles — performed, of 
course, by clever sleight of hand with will- 
ing accomplices. Accordingly, he founded 
the Peoples Temple Christian Church Full 
Gospel, aiming to dupe Bible-belt Mid- 
westerners into embracing his revolution- 
ary Marxist dogma. 

Although Jones’ organization attracted 
a lot of attention for its philanthropy and 
interracial congregation, Jones did not at- 
tract as many adherents in Indiana as he 
expected. In spite of a close relationship 
with the Mayor of Indianapolis and nu- 
merous appearances in local media, Indi- 
anans remained wary of this fringy rever- 
end with the hypnotic speaking style. 

Jones’ politics, in the meantime, had be- 
come far too radical even for the CPUSA. 
He distanced himself from the Communist 
Party out of anger for its criticism of Josef 
Stalin and his pogroms. He and his wife, 
Marceline, adopted three children of Ko- 
rean ancestry out of sympathy for North 
Korea; South Korea, Jones asserted, was 
“a living example of all that socialism in 
the north has overcome.” After his rise to 
international prominence, Jones cultivated 
strong ties with Kim Il-Sung’s North Ko- 
rean government, believing Pyongyang 
the purest application of socialist prin- 
ciples the world had yet seen. 

In the early 1960s, Jim Jones became 
obsessed with the likelihood of nuclear 
war, believing that the coming holocaust 
would provide the conditions for a transi- 
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Well connected: The Reverend Jim Jones (left) shakes hands with George Moscone, Mayor of 
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San Francisco, in 1976. The Mayor had just appointed Jones to serve as a member of the San 


Francisco Housing Authority. 


tion to socialism on a much wider scale. 
Concluding that Brazil was one of the 
places most likely to ride out a nuclear 
apocalypse, Jones and his wife moved to 
Belo Horizonte in 1962, stopping over en 
route at an obscure South American out- 
post, Guyana. The Joneses lived in Brazil 
for about three years, working with the 
poor and with racial minorities. 
Eventually, worried that his Peoples 
Temple back in Indiana would fall apart 
without his hands-on charismatic leader- 
ship, Jones returned to the United States 
and began looking for someplace more ac- 
commodating to relocate his organization. 
Recognizing as ideological fellow-travelers 
the radical subculture of the West Coast, 
Jones moved the Peoples Temple to Ukiah, 
California, in the Redwood Valley. On the 
“Left Coast,” Jones could abandon any pre- 
tense of piety, and began to attack, with in- 
creasing vitriol, Christianity, the Bible, and 
God himself. Christianity, he proclaimed, 
was a “fly-away” religion professing belief 
in a non-existent “Sky God.” In keeping 
with his Marxist faith, Jones believed in no 
God besides man himself, and increasingly 
portrayed himself as a sort of secular sav- 
ior-made-flesh. As Jones once explained to 


a former Temple member, “What you need 
to believe in is what you can see.... If you 
see me as your friend, I’ll be your friend. 
If you see me as your father, I'll be your 
father, for those of you that don’t have a 
father.... If you see me as your savior, I'll be 
your savior. If you see me as your God, ll 
be your God.” In one sermon, Jones told his 
followers, “You’re gonna help yourself, or 
you’ ll get no help! There’s only one hope of 
glory; that’s within you! Nobody’s gonna 
come out of the sky! There’s no heaven up 
there! We’ll have to make heaven down 
here!’ Jones’ wife, Marceline, admitted in 
an interview with the New York Times that 
“Jim used religion to try to get some people 
out of the opiate of religion.” 

In the radical milieu of ’60s and ’70s 
northern California, Jones could also be 
frank about his contempt for freedom and 
for the country of his birth. “If you’re born 
in capitalist America, racist America, fas- 
cist America,” Jones preached to his fol- 
lowers, “then you’re born in sin. But if 
you’re born in socialism, you’re not born 
in sin.” 

Jones’ message resonated with the 
American leftist establishment. Before 
long, prominent left-wing agitators like 
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Harvey Milk and Angela Davis were num- 
bered among his admirers and friends. San 
Francisco Mayor George Moscone ap- 
pointed Jones to a position on the Hous- 
ing Authority. Even Vice President Walter 
Mondale took an interest in the Peoples 
Temple. 

In California, Jones had little trouble 
attracting new adherents, idealistic leftists 


ergy and power, the more 
you will learn and under- 
stand.... Jim was Lenin in 
his last life, as he explained 
to me when I joined.... Jim 
has always been a fighter, a 
revolutionary. He has come 
back here [i.e., been rein- 
carnated], one last time, 


Recognizing as ideological fello 
the radical subculture of the West 
Jones moved the Peoples Temple to 


Ukiah, California, in the Redwood ' 
On the “Left Coast,” Jones could 


and naive, impressionable youth alike who 
were drawn to the faux preacher’s undeni- 
able charisma. One of them was 17-year- 
old Deborah Layton, who, encouraged 
by her brother Larry, was drawn into Jim 
Jones’ web and soon became a member of 
his inner circle. She recalled being mes- 
merized by Jones’ persona and teachings 
from the first, while not altogether under- 
standing his message: 


As he moved away from me, my body 
felt as though it had grown one size 
larger.... I was convinced that this man 
truly and unconditionally loved me. I 
already missed him. I loved being the 
center of his attention.... [As one of 
Jones’ adherents explained to me,] 
“The longer you stay near Jim’s en- 


to bring people out of re- 
ligion, into enlightenment. 
He is trying to teach us that 
socialism is God.” 


It was not long, however, before young 
Deborah Layton learned that the man 
Peoples Temple members fondly called 
“Father” was not as otherworldly as he 
let on. Layton was horrified when he 
forced himself upon her in secret — then 
demanded publicly that those entertain- 
ing secret lusts confess them before the 
congregation. Jim Jones commanded his 
followers — including married couples 
— to abstain completely from sexual in- 
tercourse, but secretly indulged his baser 
appetites at the expense of female adher- 
ents, including married women. 
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Dividing up the spoils: After the tragedy at Jonestown, the assets of the Peoples Temple were 
liquidated by court order. Here, an auctioneer solicits bids for three Temple buses in which Jones 
and his followers often traveled around the United States trolling for converts. 
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Unsurprisingly, Jones’ conduct drove 
away some of his followers, a few of 
whom began lodging complaints with the 
authorities alleging fraud and other abuses. 
Clearly, the time had come for Jim Jones 
and the Peoples Temple to seek greener 
pastures once again. 


Into the Winding Wilderness 

The place he chose for relocation, Guy- 
ana, was not altogether surprising. A re- 
mote stretch of untamed equatorial rain 
forest on South America’s Caribbean 
coast, the former British colony was ruled 
by an iron-fisted Marxist dictator, Forbes 
Burnham, who had forged close relations 
with Cuba, the Soviet Union, and North 
Korea, and was personally interested in the 
quirky American preacher and his dream 
of founding a socialist Shangri-La. The 
spot Jones chose was remote even by Guy- 
anan standards: a plot of virgin rainforest 
a few miles south of Port Kaituma, a tiny 
jungle outpost accessible to the capital, 
Georgetown, only by water or air. Using 
the Temple’s considerable financial assets, 
Jones and his associates purchased several 
thousand acres of jungle and a boat, the 
Cudjoe, with which they could ferry peo- 
ple and supplies over the harrowing ocean 
and river voyage from Georgetown to Port 
Kaituma. 

Before long, selected members of the 
Peoples Temple began emigrating to Guy- 
ana to begin the epic task of building a 
self-sustaining community — dubbed 
Jonestown — in the middle of the torrid 
tropical wilderness. 

“The people cannot be really happy 
until they have been deprived of illusory 
happiness,” Jones told his followers. 


It was our mission to open the minds 


of those still asleep and drugged by 
religion.... I have gathered the finest 
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people left in America.... It is time 
for us to look forward to our new 
lives. Let no one repeat the senti- 
mentality of Lot’s wife, by turning 
for one last glance and becoming a 
pillar of salt. No, my beloved chil- 
dren, in Jonestown we will no lon- 
ger be hounded like dogs. We have 
3800 beautiful acres which have 
been readied for our arrival.... Truly, 
this is our Promised Land. We will 
be emigrating to a country in South 
America governed by black men and 
Indians.... We will live well in a land 
which honors and dignifies the lives 
of its people.... We will live as free 
men and women, no longer chattel, 
in a country which has offered us a 
place of our own and to join in their 
Socialist endeavor. Free at last... 
Free at last... Thank Socialism Al- 
mighty we will be free at last. 


Jim Jones insisted that the Peoples Tem- 
ple was beset with conspiratorial enemies 
on every side, including agents of the 
CIA, aided and instigated by “traitors” 
who had dared to abandon the organiza- 
tion. His deepening paranoia infected his 
followers, who saw their flight to remote 
Guyana as the only way to get beyond 
the reach of sinister forces plotting to 
destroy them. 

Before long, it was Deborah Layton’s 
turn to move to the Promised Land. Late 
in 1977, Jim Jones ordered her and her 
mother to join the latest group of Temple 
members to fly to Georgetown and take 
the long, perilous boat ride to Port Kaitu- 
ma. Her mother, recently diagnosed with 
and treated for cancer, was in no condi- 
tion to take such a rigorous journey to a 
spot far from any possible medical help, 
but “Father” was not to be denied. The 
two women, still believing passionately 
in “the Cause,” made the trip in the com- 
pany of several other Temple members. 


nts were punished severely, 
by being medicated into a 


{ put away ina “medical” ward, 


times by being forced to labor 
el and unusual conditions. 
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Preaching to the converted: Reverend Jim Jones preaches to a Peoples Temple congregation. 
On this and many other occasions, Jones gave demonstrations of “faith healing,” many of 
which were later revealed to be fraudulent, carried out with the help of “plants” who actually 


had nothing wrong with them. 


From the moment they entered Guy- 
ana, Deborah Layton was astonished at 
the power Jim Jones appeared to exer- 
cise in this tropical Marxist enclave. Ev- 
erywhere in the capital they met with co- 
operative, even subservient, officials and 
encountered no obstacles to what would 
normally be a formidable task: the mass 
immigration of hundreds of foreigners 
with no intention ever to leave. Layton 
had already spent time in Europe over- 
seeing the Temple’s financial affairs; she 
believed Jim Jones had spread a lot of 
money around Georgetown to smooth 
the way for his followers to immigrate 
en masse. 

The boat trip to Port Kaituma took a 
day and a half, through treacherous coastal 
waters and then upriver to the jungle out- 
post. By the time they reached Jonestown, 
Layton (and, one supposes, many others 
as well) was already questioning the wis- 
dom of moving to such a remote, inhospi- 
table place. But by the time the parched, 
sunbaked, swidden ground around the 
Jonestown compound came 
into view from the back of a 
truck on a rutted jungle road, 
it was far too late for doubts. 
Civilization and safety lay 
hundreds of miles away 
through trackless jungle, and 
Jonestown, cut off already 
by natural geography, was 
patrolled by armed men. 


So This Is Paradise 


Layton and the others soon discovered 
that the place they had been lured to was 
anything but a tropical Shangri-La. Jim 
Jones had shipped in large numbers of ri- 
fles, and the men who carried them were 
obviously instructed not just to keep out 
intruders (most of them fictions of Jones’ 
paranoia), but also to prevent any who 
might become disaffected from leaving. 
In that great paradox of the humid trop- 
ics, the same conditions that produced lux- 
uriant rain forests created soil that was next 
to impossible to farm when the trees were 
cut down — a fact familiar to any Brazil- 
ian farmer and understood by any tropical 
biologist, but unknown to Jim Jones and 
the planners of his would-be workers’ par- 
adise. To coax meager crops to grow in the 
boiling sun, residents of Jonestown had to 
set up arduous bucket brigades, convey- 
ing water from the river flowing under the 
comparatively cool branches of the nearby 
forest to the stubbly plants struggling to 
survive in the fields. Work was daily from 
dawn until dusk, punctuated only by brief 
and very inadequate meals, and driven 
by Jones’ relentless hectoring over loud- 
speakers that broadcast the gospel of so- 
cialism throughout the settlement. 
Malcontents were punished severely, 
sometimes by being medicated into a stu- 
por and put away in a “medical” ward, and 
sometimes by being forced to labor under 
cruel and unusual conditions, in what were 
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called “Learning Crews.” Members were 
required to spy on one another and to re- 
port one another’s refractory behavior, 
even stray comments that could be con- 
strued as critical of Jones or Jonestown. 
All of this, Jones insisted, was for their 
own good, as even the ranks of his follow- 
ers were likely honeycombed with traitors 
and infiltrators. 

Most ominous of all were frequent dress 
rehearsals for what Jones termed “revo- 
lutionary suicide.’ During such “White 
Nights,” residents of Jonestown were roused 
from their beds to the sound of alarms and 
Jim Jones’ voice on the loudspeakers warn- 
ing of imminent attack by their enemies. 
Only suicide would deny their enemies the 
satisfaction of extinguishing the Peoples 
Temple, and now it was time to take that 
final, irrevocable step. The people all drank 
a concoction that, they were assured, was 
a deadly poison that would kill them and 
their children painlessly. Only after ev- 
eryone had demonstrated a willingness to 
commit “revolutionary suicide” did Jones 
reveal that the drink was harmless, and that 
the “White Night” was both a drill and a 
test of their loyalty. 
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It did not take Deborah Layton long 
to perceive the horrifying reality of 
Jonestown. After only a few days in Jones’ 
mini-gulag she longed to escape, but with 
the jungle and armed guards, she doubted 
she would ever get a chance. Then, after 
a few months, a chance was dropped in 
her lap: Jones, who had come to trust her 
implicitly, sent her to Guyana with sev- 
eral other Temple members to oversee the 
arrival of another group of immigrants. 
Jones probably believed that, by keeping 
Layton’s mother — who was now termi- 
nally ill — in Jonestown, he would ensure 
that Deborah would return. He was mis- 
taken. 

Once in Georgetown, Deborah Layton 
managed to convey to American embassy 
officials (most of whom appear to have re- 
garded the population of the Peoples Tem- 
ple as harmless idealists) that she wished 
to escape and return to the United States. 
Although she failed to convince them of 
the danger that she — and everyone in 
Jonestown — was in, Layton managed to 
get just enough help to get herself aboard a 
jet back to the United States. Jones and his 
followers were furious, and threatened to 


Survivor: Deborah Layton, 

part of Jones’ inner circle and 

one of the very few to escape 
from Jonestown, has written a 
vivid description of life within 

the Peoples Temple and at 
Jonestown. Her book is Seductive 
Poison. After escaping from 

Jim Jones and his followers, 
Layton had trouble convincing 
outsiders of the grim realities of 
Jonestown. 


hunt her down, but Layton somehow man- 
aged to get back to the United States and 
begin learning to live in a normal world 
that she had not had much contact with 
since her mid-teens. Tragically, she was 
unable to dissuade her older brother Larry, 
who had long been a fervent devotee of 
Jones, from moving to Guyana. 

Because she had family and friends in 
Jonestown, Layton decided to publicize 
the truth about what was happening there, 
and to warn the American government 
that innocent lives were in danger in the 
jungles of Guyana. With the help of an at- 
torney and the support of several disaffect- 
ed Temple members, Layton prepared an 
affidavit that made several chilling claims 
and predictions about Jonestown. It read 
in part: 


There was constant talk of death. In 
the early days of the Peoples Tem- 
ple, general rhetoric about dying for 
principles was sometimes heard. In 
Jonestown, the concept of mass sul- 
cide for socialism arose. Because our 
lives were so wretched and because 
we were so afraid to contradict Rev. 
Jones, the concept was not chal- 
lenged.... At least once a week, Rev. 
Jones would declare a “white night” 
or state of emergency.... Designated 
persons, approximately fifty in num- 
ber, would arm themselves with ri- 
fles, move from cabin to cabin, and 
make certain that all members were 
responding.... Frequently, during 
these crises, we would be told that the 
jungle was swarming with mercenar- 
ies and that death could be expected 
at any moment. 


Layton went on to describe a mass sui- 
cide drill and to characterize Jonestown 
residents as living in fear of their lives, 
unwilling and unable to speak freely of 
their torment to the occasional carefully 
supervised visitors Jones permitted in the 
settlement. Warning that the lives of the 
residents of Jonestown were in very great 
danger, Layton urged the U.S. govern- 
ment to take notice of the situation and 
take action. 

The affidavit was mailed to a number 
of prominent government officials and 
newspapers, who all but ignored it. Only 
the San Francisco Chronicle followed up, 
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printing a skeptical piece on Layton’s al- 
legations on June 15, 1978. The same 
article included a vigorous denunciation, 
delivered via shortwave radio, of Layton’s 
“lies” — courtesy of her mother and her 
brother, Larry. 

But the Associated Press picked up the 
story, and it attracted the interest of Leo 
Ryan, a U.S. Representative from Cali- 
fornia with a long interest in cults and 
cult-like religions such as Sun Myung 
Moon’s Unification Church and L. Ron 
Hubbard’s Scientology movement. 
Congressman Ryan had already heard 
unsavory tales about Jim Jones and his 
movement from constituents who were 
disaffected members. Ryan was one 
of the few in power who took Deborah 
Layton’s testimony seriously, and was 
determined to do something about it. A 
few months later, he contacted Layton 
and persuaded her to fly to Washington 
to testify before a congressional commit- 
tee about what was going on in Guyana. 
On November 13, 1978, Layton told a 
committee of skeptical Congressmen 
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Death of a Congressman: California Congressman Leo Ryan 


that American citizens were 
being held against their will 
in Jonestown, by a madman 
who intended to kill them 
all rather than submit to any 
authority besides his own. 
Once again, she was met 
with disbelief. 

Only Congressman Ryan 
believed her. He informed Layton that he 
was embarking on a fact-finding mission 
to Jonestown, along with U.S. embassy of- 
ficials in Guyana and members of the press, 
to uncover the truth and to offer escape to 
anyone there who wished to leave. Layton 
warned him that Jones was far more dan- 
gerous than he realized, but the Congress- 
man assured her not to worry. Layton her- 
self refused to accompany him, telling him 
she would undoubtedly be killed. 


The Government Goes to Jonestown 

Five days later, Congressman Ryan was 
at Jonestown, along with members of the 
press, embassy officials, and several con- 
cerned relatives of Jonestown residents, 
who wanted to give their loved ones a 
chance to leave. Ryan had been permit- 
ted to stay overnight at the compound, 
although members of the press were re- 
quired to camp out at Port Kaituma. On 
November 18, Congressman Ryan and his 
entourage spent much of the day visiting 
with members of Jonestown, including 
Jim Jones himself, whose behavior was 


erratic. Unbeknownst to the Congress- 
man and those with him, 11 members of 
Jonestown, aware of impending danger, 
had fled into the jungle overnight. 

The entire settlement was on edge, un- 
derstanding, perhaps, that they were on 
the brink of catastrophe. Several people 
made it plain to Congressman Ryan that 
they wished to leave Jonestown, and Jim 
Jones, although furious at the Congress- 
man’s insistence, reluctantly signed re- 
leases for them. One of those who joined 
the departing group was Deborah Layton’s 
brother, Larry. Another, when entreated 
by a family member not to leave, scoffed, 
“No way, it’s nothing but a communist 
prison camp!” 

Late that afternoon most of the Con- 
gressman’s large entourage, including 
members of the press, and those few resi- 
dents of Jonestown who wished to depart, 
boarded a large dump truck and set off 
for the Port Kaituma airstrip. Congress- 
man Ryan and a couple of others stayed 
behind in a last bid to reach out to any 
other Jonestown residents who might 
want to escape. At one juncture, a Tem- 
ple member attacked the Congressman 
with a knife. Ryan was unharmed, but al- 
lowed himself to be persuaded that his life 
would be in danger if he stayed any lon- 
ger in Jonestown. The Congressman took 
a pickup truck back to Port Kaituma. 

Little did Congressman Ryan or any 
of his delegation suspect that back in 


(far left) was killed in an ambush at an air strip near Jonestown by some of Jim Jones’ 


thugs (whom Jones called his “Red Brigade”). Ryan became the first U.S. Congressman killed in the line of duty. Also killed were three newsmen, 
(from left) Don Harris, Robert Brown, and Greg Robinson, who accompanied Ryan on his fact-finding mission to Jonestown. 
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By their fruits: Jonestown from the air, the day after the mass murder/suicide that claimed more than 900 American lives. It had the highest 
mortality of any modern event not connected to a war or a natural disaster prior to the terrorist attacks of 9/11. The infamous “Death Tape,” made 
during the massacre, records Jones egging on his followers, with the wails of children being forcibly poisoned clearly audible in the background. 


Jonestown the Reverend, his psychosis 
fatally wounded, had already hatched 
a scheme to take deadly revenge on the 
Congressman who had dared intrude on 
his jungle dominion. As the Ryan del- 
egation and the refugees from Jonestown 
made ready to board a waiting plane, 
a tractor pulling a large wagon full of 
gunmen appeared from the direction of 
Jonestown, and Jim Jones’ men opened 
fire. At the same time, “defector” Larry 
Layton produced a concealed pistol and 
began shooting at the Jonestown refu- 
gees. The gunfire lasted five minutes, 
before Jones’ men disappeared into the 
jungle. Lying dead on the tarmac at Port 
Kaituma lay Congressman Leo Ryan — 
the first U.S. Congressman to be slain in 
the line of duty — and four other people, 
including three members of the press and 
one Temple defector. 

When Jim Jones received the news that 
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a U.S. Congressman had been killed, he 
summoned the more than 900 members of 
Jonestown and proclaimed that the time 
for which they had been preparing — for 
revolutionary suicide — had arrived. As 
a horrified world learned the next day, 
Jones’ followers began methodically ad- 
ministering cyanide poison mixed with 
Flavor-Aid first to their own reluctant chil- 
dren, and then to themselves, as Jim Jones’ 
hypnotic voice urged them on. The ghast- 
ly event was preserved on the so-called 
“death tape,” in which Jones methodically 
refutes the objections of a few of his fol- 
lowers, even as the wailing of murdered 
children is audible in the background. Last 
to go was apparently Jones himself, who 
was found dead of a bullet wound to the 
head. A few of his gunmen fled into the 
jungle, and a pair of elderly women slept 
unnoticed through the entire event, only 
to awaken the next morning to desolation. 


Even Jones’ contact in Georgetown took 
her own life — but not before killing her 
two children as they slept. 


Cautionary Tale 

The monumental tragedy at Jonestown — 
the greatest non-war, non-natural disaster 
loss of human life in modern times prior 
to 9/11 — shocked the world, but came as 
horrific vindication for the few, like Deb- 
orah Layton, who truly understood what 
Jonestown, and its cruel overlord, was 
about. The Peoples Temple and Jonestown 
differed from Pol Pot’s Cambodia and 
Kim I-Sung’s North Korea in scale only. 
Jim Jones’ tropical dystopia was — as the 
Reverend himself insisted — the purest 
application of socialist principles yet car- 
ried out in the Western hemisphere, and, 
even more than 30 years later, remains a 
cautionary tale for any who doubt the true 
aims of revolutionary socialism. Ml 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


The Doggie Door? 


The boldness of crooks knows no depths. 
The Arizona Republic reported on Febru- 
ary 7 that a 17-year-old Glendale girl shot 
at an intruder who tried to illegally enter 
her home through the doggie door. The 
girl told police that she initially heard the 
doorbell ring but did not answer. 

Undeterred, the man on the other side 
of the door decided to go to a back door to 
seek entry. The girl heard him hop over her 
gate and enter her backyard. She then wit- 
nessed him reach through the doggie door 
on the rear door and attempt to unlock the 
latch. Thankfully, even though she was 
only 17 years old, she was well prepared 
and retrieved her firearm, which she fired 
at the intruder. It was unclear whether she 
injured the burglar. The would-be criminal 
fled the scene and authorities are still look- 
ing for him. 


Divide & Conquer Strategy 
of the Anti-gunners 


Writing at Ammoland.com, Dan Roberts, 
a shooter for nearly 30 years and an in- 
structor, activist, and writer on Second 
Amendment issues, who writes commen- 
tary at ThatEveryManBeArmed.com, ex- 
plained that he sees the fractionalization 
of firearm owners into various distinct 
groups (such as hunters, sport shooters, 
military collectors, and those who carry 
for self-defense, to name a few) as a li- 
ability for gun-rights enthusiasts and a 
weakness that is exploited by the gun- 
phobic opposition. Roberts explained that 
the various groups rarely look outside of 
their own interests and that such a short- 
sighted view actually helps the gun con- 
trollers. Roberts even gave an example of 
what he meant: 


For several years running, Senator 
Ted Kennedy proposed legislation 
banning any bullets that were capable 
of penetrating the body armor of po- 
lice officers. Hunters barely made a 
peep about it, I suppose assuming that 
it would only [a]ffect pistol or mod- 
ern sporting rifle owners. What they 
never realized was the language of 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
: ESS  =—EE~Eeeeee. 


the proposed bill would have banned 
the ownership or use of almost 100 
different calibers and types of com- 
mon hunting ammunition by virtue of 
the fact that their ballistic character- 
istics made them readily capable of 
penetrating Law Enforcement style 
body armor like the proverbial hot 
knife through butter. Thankfully, the 
proposed legislation never made it far 
in Congress. 


Roberts encourages firearms owners to put 
aside their differences and see their com- 
monality on the issues, and help to support 
and elect gun-friendly politicians. Roberts 
argues that there is strength in numbers, 
and if all gun owners banded together, they 
could be an almost unstoppable political 
force.” 


$400K Check to Second 
Amendment Foundation 


Alan Gottlieb, executive vice president 
of the Second Amendment Foundation 
(SAF), was grinning from ear to ear at 
the annual Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) in Washington, D.C. 
What was the reason for all of his jubi- 
lation? The Washington Times reported 
on February 11 that it was the $399,950 
check begrudgingly signed by Chicago 
Mayor and former President Obama 
Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel. The check 
was payment for the cost of fighting the 
Chicago handgun ban in the Supreme 
Court case McDonald v. City of Chica- 
go. Gottlieb had the check blown up to a 
large size to display to fellow attendees at 
the annual CPAC event. Getting the check 
was a bittersweet moment for Gottlieb 
in his lifelong quest to litigate for gun 
rights, because the fight is ongoing. This 
is just a recent win for his organization, 
which has other legal successes under 
its belt. Gottlieb still has the first check 
that was written to reimburse legal fees 
and associated expenses mounted on the 
wall at SAF headquarters. It was $50,000 
from the city of Los Angeles. Gottlieb 
is also expecting $12,000 from Omaha, 
Nebraska, for legal costs over that city’s 


onerous gun-control legislation. The SAF 
has over 20 cases against states and cities 
filed in federal court, which most likely 
means more big checks coming SAF’s 
way. Will Rahm be signing his John 
Hancock on any more checks with SAF’s 
name on them? Gottleib gleefully told the 
Washington Times: “They’re going to owe 
us money as well for Ezell v. Chicago (a 
suit over Chicago’s gun range restric- 
tions) so this isn’t the first check Rahm 
Emanuel is going to have to sign to us.” 


Going Postal 


Senior citizens sometimes make ideal 
targets for criminals, especially when 
the elderly live alone. However, the local 
CBS affiliate in Los Angeles reported on 
February | that the vulnerability of old 
people is sometimes overstated. Jack 
Goodwin, an 87-year-old retired postal 
worker and World War II veteran who was 
a platoon leader for a rifle company sta- 
tioned in Okinawa during World War II, 
was home in bed listening to the Lakers 
game when he heard the sounds of a rear 
window in his house breaking. Goodwin 
grabbed his pistol, which he always keeps 
nearby, and headed down his hallway to 
investigate. When Goodwin saw intruders 
standing at the window, he raised his gun 
and fired. Goodwin critically injured one 
of the assailants, who was apprehended 
at the scene. A second man ran away and 
is still being sought by police. Authori- 
ties investigating the burglary say that 
Goodwin acted lawfully and no charges 
will be filed. 

Goodwin told CBS that he didn’t regret 
what happened and would do it again if 
he found himself in the same situation. 
“When I saw them breaking the glass, 
I was, man. I got kinda — it was either 
me or them, then.... I knew one thing — 
they were gonna deal with me.... Cause if 
you’ve got enough nerve to break in some- 
body’s house and they’re home, they’ve 
got enough nerve to kill you see. There’s 
no if or ands about it.... I could run, run out 
the front door probably.... But you don’t 
know who’s out there either. You just have 
to go down with the ship.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Latest Obama Budget = 
More Spending, Taxes, Debt 


ITEM: Reporting on President Barack 
Obama’s proposed $3.8 trillion budget 
for 2013, USA Today said: “Democrats 
praised it for outlining investments in edu- 
cation and transportation, and higher tax 
rates for the wealthiest of Americans.” 
ITEM: An Obama White House budget 
document asserts: “We must transform 
our economy from one focused on specu- 
lating, spending and borrowing to one 
constructed on the solid foundation of 
education, innovating and building.” 
IrEM: CNN reported on February 13: 
“Congressional Black Caucus Chair- 
man Emanuel Cleaver (D-Mo.) expressed 
concern that President Obama’s budget 
would go too far to rein in government 
spending.... While he praised Obama for 
attempting to tackle challenging fiscal is- 
sues, Cleaver feared GOP pressure ‘for 
the federal government to turn the spig- 
ot off completely’ could push the nation 
‘deeper’ into economic turmoil.” 

ITEM: Speaking on NBC’s Meet the Press 
on February 12, White House Chief of Staff 
Jack Lew, the former budget director, said: 
“T think there is pretty broad agreement 
that the time for austerity is not today.” 
Said Lew: “If we were to put in auster- 
ity measures right now, it would take the 
economy in the wrong way.” 

The same day, on ABC’s This Week, 
Lew said: “What we have to do is focus 
on the long term and the short term at the 
same time.” In the short term, said Lew, 
“we need to keep the economy growing. 
In the long term, we need to get the defi- 
cit under control in a way that builds the 
economy that can last for the future.” 

Lew told CNN on February 12: “But we 
also need to be honest. You can’t pass a 
budget in the Senate of the United States 
without 60 votes and you can’t get 60 votes 
without bipartisan support. So unless Re- 
publicans are willing to work with Demo- 
crats in the Senate, [Majority Leader] 
Harry Reid is not going to be able to geta 
budget passed.” 

CORRECTION: It probably should be no 
shock that the federal government finds it 
easier to trim the taxpayers than expenses. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


WHY 70 YOU 


SERIOUS? 


After all, the President obviously believes 
that the way to create an economic boom 
is through more spending, taxation, and 
debt. And the White House Chief of Staff 
— who used to be the government’s top 
budget officer — doesn’t even know the 
Senate rules. 

Contrary to Jack Lew’s statement (made 
on at least two television appearances, as 
he tried to spread the blame to Republi- 
cans for not cooperating sufficiently with 
the spenders across the aisle), the Senate 
really does not require 60 votes to pass a 
budget. If all Senators voted (and the Vice 
President were on board), it wouldn’t even 
need 51, but just 50. In fact, the Upper 
Chamber only needs a simple majority 
of those voting to pass a budget. And the 
Democrats have had a majority in the Sen- 
ate for three years. 

However, the Democrat-led Senate 
hasn’t even bothered to offer a budget for 
three years running. As columnist Donald 
Lambro has noted, if the President’s most 
recent budget is indeed dead on arrival, as 
many have claimed, it is not “at the hand 
of the Republicans, but as a result of his 
own party who has not passed a budget 
in three straight years and won’t pass this 
one, either. If Obama campaigns around 
the country this year, as he has promised, 
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railing against a ‘do nothing’ Congress 
who are blocking action on his agenda, 
Harry Reid and his gang of accomplices 
in the Senate are the chief culprits.” 

The Republicans in the House, Lambro 
continued, “have already announced that 
they will be sending a budget over to the 
Senate for its consideration, but Reid is on 
record saying the Senate does not need to 
pass a budget and he has no intention of 
bringing Obama’s plan up for a vote.” 

Obama’s Chief of Staff must believe 
in gargantuan understatements. With the 
President producing a budget/campaign 
document that calls for some $47 tril- 
lion in spending over a decade, includ- 
ing about $6 trillion of spending just on 
the debt itself, White House official Lew 
maintains that the “time for austerity 
is not today.” The fact that the folks in 
charge are not pennywise is as clear as 
day, even a day in the murky morass of 
Washington. Whether prudence with the 
people’s money should be put into prac- 
tice is another matter altogether. 

Nevertheless, outside of the bizarre 
and untenable notion expressed by the 
chairman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, cited above, that the President 
might harm the economy by cutting fed- 
eral spending too much — or that the 
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Republicans have any intention of shut- 
ting off the money gusher — few realis- 
tic souls are likely to charge this squan- 
dering administration with austerity. Its 
guiding principle seems to be: We’re 
broke; we must spend more. 

Still, Obama promised, some of us re- 
call (even if he doesn’t seem to remem- 
ber), that he would cut the deficit in half at 
the end of his four years. And guess what? 
He has only missed that target by $620 bil- 
lion or so as we write. 

When he released his initial budget, 
the federal debt was $10.88 trillion; when 
Obama put forth the most recent version, 
that debt had already jumped to a stag- 
gering $15.36 trillion. The increase of the 
national debt under President Obama, to 
date, is more than during all the presiden- 
cies from George Washington through 
George H.W. Bush. 

The claims and assumptions that this 
President has made in his latest financial 
plan are laughable — but few with any 
sense see the humor. Budget expert Mi- 
chael Tanner, writing in National Review 
Online, notes that Obama avows that his 
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Deployments and dollars: President Obama’s budget doesn’t inclu 
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proposed budget reduces debt by $4 trillion 
over a decade, combining $2.4 trillion in 
spending cuts with $1.6 trillion in tax hikes. 

“Almost none of that is true,” correctly 
points out Tanner. “Let’s start with the 
idea that the president’s budget would 
reduce the debt. That is true only using 
Washington math, under which a smaller 
increase is actually a decrease. In reality, 
the president’s budget adds $6.7 trillion to 
the national debt over the next 10 years, 
bringing it to nearly $25.5 trillion by 2022. 
That would be more than 100 percent of 
our GDP.” 

That’s not all. The claims about spending 
cuts are bogus as well. Explains Tanner: 


The president actually counts $681 
billion in cuts that were agreed to last 
year as part of the deal to raise the 
debt ceiling. Shouldn’t there be some 
sort of statute of limitations for how 
long you can claim credit for cuts that 
you have already made? And it should 
probably be shorter for cuts that you 
fought against every step of the way. 
The president also counts as a cut 
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levels. It highlights ways he intends to slow increases in the deficit. He credits himself with cuts 
in future war spending, though the continued occupation in Iraq wasn’t going to happen anyway. 
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the $741 billion we will save from 
not occupying Iraq over the next 
10 years, and from not being in Af- 
ghanistan a decade from now. Con- 
sidering that we were never going to 
spend that money in the first place, 
that seems like slightly dishonest ac- 
counting. After all, think of all the 
savings we can claim by not invad- 
ing Syria. 

And, finally, $595 billion of the 
claimed budget cuts is actually inter- 
est savings resulting from not having 
to borrow for the other phony cuts. 


There is little doubt that the President 
does some things well — such as spend- 
ing money, other people’s money, on un- 
constitutional programs. The latest bud- 
get calls for increases in federal spending 
from $3.8 trillion next year to $5.82 tril- 
lion in 2022. 

But rather than drawing on honest 
numbers, the President would apparently 
rather lead a figurative mob with pitch- 
forks to shake down the supposed rich, 
placing great faith that all manner of good 
will flow if only they would pay their “fair 
share.” That is a suspect proposition. The 
only thing that one can be certain will 
become law in the latest budget should 
Obama be reelected, comments the Wall 
Street Journal, “is the monumental tax 
increase. His plan would raise tax rates 
across the board on anyone or any business 
making more than $200,000 for individu- 
als and $250,000 for couples. These are 
the 3% of taxpayers that Mr. Obama says 
aren’t paying their fair share, though that 
3% pays more in income tax than the rest 
of the other 97%.” 

In the budget book, in actuality a cam- 
paign game plan for potential reelection, 
the President makes clear that he intends 
to up the ante in his administration’s cam- 
paign against achievement, euphemisti- 
cally presented as promoting “fairness.” 
Predictably, Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner has argued before Congress that 
the proposed tax increases are preferable 
to spending cuts because the increases are 
“fair.” 

Not everybody is buying that claim. 
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Taxes being pushed for next year would run 
the combination of corporate and investor 
taxes to 68.6 percent, says a study by the 
Alliance for Savings and Investment. As 
noted by the Washington Times, that “co- 
alition of dividend-paying companies and 
investor organizations found this figure was 
significantly higher than all other indus- 
trialized countries. The integrated capital 
gains tax rate will be 50.8 percent, mak- 
ing it the fourth-highest in the world. The 
report notes that most developed countries 
provide relief from the double tax on corpo- 
rate profits because they know it negatively 
affects economic performance.” 

To make his untrustworthy claims, the 
President and his advisors rely on many 
unwarranted assumptions and misrepre- 
sentations about what would be the result 
after even more deficit spending is poured 
down the federal drain. After going into 
some detail on a number of the proposed 
tax hikes, James Pethokoukis comments 


in a blog in the online magazine of the 
American Enterprise Institute: 


All in all, Obama has proposed some 
$1.6 trillion in new taxes over ten 
years, taking tax revenue as a share 
of GDP to 20.1 percent in 2022 vs. a 
historical average of 18 percent. And 
despite all those new taxes, Obama’s 
plan would still add $6.7 trillion in 
new debt and make no progress in 
lowering the nation’s total debt levels 
as a share of output. The debt-to-GDP 
ratio is predicted to be 74.2 percent 
this year and 76.5 percent in 2022. 

At the same time, federal spending 
would never fall below 22 percent of 
GDP. Indeed, Obama — if he serves two 
terms — would be the first U.S. presi- 
dent in history to spend 22.0 percent or 
more of GDP for eight straight years 
(and then beyond). And keep in mind 
that these debt and spending numbers 
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claim about $850 billion in savings from 
unwinding the wars in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan, spending about a quarter of those 
phony “savings” on highway funding. 

And also don’t forget about the rosy 
growth assumptions of 3.4 percent 
growth in 2015, 4.1 percent in 2016, 
4.1 percent in 2017, and 3.9 percent in 
2018. The U.S. economy has only seen 
a run like that three times in the past 
four decades. And the Obama Boom 
is supposed to happen amid rising tax 
rates, interest rates, and debt? Good 
luck, Mr. President. 


Saddled with four straight budgets run- 
ning deficits of more than $1 trillion 
each, it’s the American people who are in 
need of more than luck. The future that 
beckons is not an encouraging one — in 
no small part because of the coming ren- 
dezvous with debt. 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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CQ. Caps on Airlines and the Power to Penalize 


n defending the latest 
I incursion into airlines’ 

freedom to provide 
transportation services to 
their international custom- 
ers, Jennifer Andreason, of 
the Environmental Defense 
Fund (EDF), explained that 
the recently enacted Avia- 
tion Emissions Trading Di- 
rective wasn’t really a tax 
that penalizes airlines that 
use more than their “share” 
of carbon credits, but instead it’s a “cap” on pollution. 

She explained: 


The EU [European Union] law puts a quantity limit, or 
cap, on the total amount of climate pollution of all flights 
landing at or taking off from EU airports. [Under the new 
mandate] every company whose planes land at or take off 
from airports in Europe has to ensure that at the end of each 
year, the amount of pollution of its planes is less than the 
amount of its cap. It’s that simple. 

The EU could have slapped a tax on air travel ... but this 
law doesn’t do that. 

The EU could have required the airlines to install ... pollu- 
tion control technologies. But the law doesn’t do that either. 


What isn’t so simple is understanding how an extra-legal entity 
acquired unto itself enough power to direct the activities of com- 
panies that don’t even reside in any part of the European Union. 
It’s been a long road and a long time coming. But building the 
New World Order takes time. 

The first inkling that airlines needed to have restrictions on 
how much pollution they were producing came when it was pur- 
portedly discovered that man-made pollution was warming up 
the Earth, with disastrous consequences in store. Then, in 1994 
the United Nations published its “Aviation and Global Warm- 
ing” study, followed in 1997 by the Kyoto Protocol, which di- 
rected attention to pursuing the “limitation or reduction of emis- 
sions ... from aviation ... fuels.” This set up something called 
ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization), an agency of 
the United Nations, to study the matter. In 2002, the European 
Parliament and Council got frustrated with the lack of progress 
toward mandating emissions and directed the European Com- 
mission (EC) to move ahead with those mandates. In 2005, the 
EC decided that some type of trading system in carbon credits 
would be needed and started discussions with “stakeholders.” 

One of those “stakeholders” was the left-wing Joyce Founda- 
tion, which, with the approval of board member Barack Obama, 
agreed to supply Richard Sandor $1.1 million in grants to found 
the Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX). Expectations initially 
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were that the CCX would 
participate in carbon trading, 
a market estimated to grow 
to anywhere between $500 
million and $10 trillion. But 
as the fraud and deceit of the 
whole global-warming cli- 
mate change “theme” was ex- 
posed, the Chicago Exchange 
was closed, but not before 
making Sandor rich: He col- 
lected $98.5 million for his 
16.5-percent stake in CCX 
when it was sold to Intercontinental Exchange in April 2010. 
CCX stopped trading in November 2010, leaving the EU with 
nothing to do but to proceed on its own. The EU adopted the 
Aviation Emissions Trading Directive with (finally!) the man- 
dates sought back in 1994 put in place on the airlines flying into 
and out of the EU’s member states. 

The trading directive was challenged by two airlines (Ameri- 
can and United/Continental) and the Air Transport Association 
of America (ATA), but after hearing from an EU-appointed ex- 
pert — a senior legal advisor appointed by the Court of Justice 
of the EU called the Advocate General — who issued the OK 
that the directive didn’t violate national sovereignty or any other 
international law that he could find, the (are you ready?) 13-judge 
Grand Chamber of the Court of Justice ruled from on high and 
quashed the challenge. On January 1, the directive became “law.” 

A letter from five environmental groups approving of all of 
these extra-legal shenanigans was sent to Nancy Young, the vice 
president of the ATA, chiding her for supporting the lawsuit and 
explaining that they were all for good reasons: “The purpose of 
the EU aviation directive is to achieve significant additional car- 
bon pollution reductions ... [and the emissions trading scheme] 
ETS requires modest emissions reduction ... and it is flexible 
... [and] designed to fall well within the parameters of custom- 
ary international law.” This gang of five then suggested that by 
forcing the airlines to follow its mandate, it “has the potential to 
spur the creation of new high-tech and manufacturing jobs in the 
United States, and help the United States to take a path towards 
energy independence and energy security.” 

In other words, Nancy, the battle is over, you lost, now get 
on board. 

The immediate effect of the mandate was, as free-market pro- 
ponents predicted, increased prices on airline tickets to consum- 
ers. Lufthansa, Germany’s largest airline, did the math on its 
cost of the mandate — about $169 million the first year — and 
announced regrettably that it “will have to pass on the burden 
via ticket prices.” It is estimated that airlines and their customers 
will be burdened with extra costs totaling $60 billion over the 
next decade to meet the mandate. 

But don’t call them taxes. They’re caps. Hi 
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For shipments outside the U.S., please call for rates. CL) Check OO VISA L) Discover | 


Order Subtotal | Standard Shipping | Rush Shipping () Money Order l) MasterCard QO American Express VISAMO/Discover Avian Exess 


$0-10.99 $4.95 $9.95 Three Digit V-Code Four Digit V-Code 
$11.00-19.99 $7.75 $12.75 Make checks payable to: ShopJBS 
$20.00-49.99 $9.95 $14.95 
$50.00-99.99 $13.75 $18.75 # Exp. Date 
$100.00-149.99 $15.95 $20.95 HI/AK add $10.00 


$150.00+ call call 


Signature 120319 


MANAGEMENT 


PRISM: Any medium that resolves a seemingly simple matter into its elements 


CONSULTANTS AND ADMINISTRATORS 


Specializing in Tax Deductions for Dental Practices * Post Office Box 7007 * Porter Ranch, CA 91327 


